
 

From The Ambvon  
ST MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH  

512 Winter St., OLD FORGE, PA 

Phone: 570-457-3703   

Web: www.stmichaelof.org  Facebook: stmichaelof1891PA 
Priest Michael Shepherd (frmichael@stmichaelof.org) 

Chair - Tammy Wytovich (chair@stmichaelof.org) 

Vice Chair - Danny Pregmon (vicechair@stmichaelof.org)  

Secretary - Vitaliy Rakovsky (office@stmichaelof.org)  

Treasurer - Joseph Hart (treasurer@stmichaelof.org)  
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 11th 2026 

31st Sunday after Pentecost, Sunday after Theophany.  Tone 6.  Afterfeast of Theophany.  Ven. 

Theodosius the Great, founder of cenobitic monasticism. 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries for January 
Birthdays: Gregory Krenitsky (1/9); Margaret Pregmon (1/17); Paula Stavisky (1/17); Dr Eli Stavisky (1/22) 

Nameday: Emilia Hart (1/1); Emilia Krenitsky (1/1); Matushka Emilia Shepherd (1/1); Silas Hart (1/4); 

Rodion Shepherd (1/4); Maximus Shepherd (1/21); Gregory Krenitsky (1/25); Savina Shepherd (1/30) 

Baptism:  

Anniversary:  

Travelers:  

Prosphora Schedule: PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE HELP! We need families to start baking prosphora at 

home. Please sign up.  The Church has a prosphora kit if you would like to borrow it.  THE CHURCH NEEDS 

YOUR HELP.  THIS IS AN OFFERING FOR THE PEOPLE BY THE PEOPLE.  Thank you Matushka for 

today’s offering.   

Jan 18th 

Jan 25th 

Counting: HELP!  Please sign up and count our donations.  Please stay and help. 

Jan 18th 

Jan 25th 

 

PLEASE SING ALONG! Singing the hymns and responses to the litanies throughout the services is 

encouraged! 

 

Coffee Hour/Agape Meal: Please stay and join us for a cup of coffee so we may break bread with each other.  

This will allow us to get to know each other and see how we can help each other.   

 

 

 
DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. 

According to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be 

administered only to Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting, and a recent 

(monthly) confession. If you have questions please ask Fr Michael!  Visitors, if you did not introduce yourself 

to Fr Michael at Vespers, please refrain from Holy Communion.   

mailto:frmichael@stmichaelof.org
mailto:chair@stmichaelof.org
mailto:vicechair@stmichaelof.org
mailto:office@stmichaelof.org
mailto:treasurer@stmichaelof.org
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Service Schedule  
SAT, Jan 17th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers   SAT, Jan 24th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers  

SUN, Jan 18th: 9:10 AM - Hours and Liturgy  SUN, Jan 25th: 9:10 AM - Hours and Liturgy 

32nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST-Tone 7.  33rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST -  

        Tone 8. Sunday of Zacchaeus.  

 

SAT, Jan 31st: 5:00 PM Great Vespers   SAT, Feb 7th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

SUN, Feb 1st: 9:10 AM - Hours and Liturgy  SUN, Feb 8th: 9:10 AM - Hours and Liturgy 

SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE   SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON-Tone 2. 

PHARISEE-Tone 1. Beginning of the Lenten  Afterfeast of the Meeting. 

Triodion. Forefeast of the Meeting. 

Parish Prayer List 

NEWLY DEPARTED:  

DEPARTED: Helen Wirhanowsky (1/10); Marie 

Morek (1/15); Ned Matechak (1/20); Helen Sokol 

(1/25); Helen Bezuhly (1/27); Margaret Jadick (1/29); 

Margaret Cushner (1/29); 

 

Please remember in your prayers LIVING:  

Ill-afflicted Archpriest(s) John Nightingale, & Theodore 

Orzolek 

 

All those caring for the sick and suffering at this time 

throughout the world, especially our families and 

friends: Edward Sevensky, Margaret Pregmon, Daniel 

Jones, Michael Sokol, Michael Krenitsky, Bernie Elko, 

Nadia Macheska, The child of God Abigail, Helen 

Wytovich, Marie Pasternak, Eli & Paula Stavisky, 

Derek, Natalie Kelley, Maura & Uriel 

 

Servants of God: Mark Bezhuly, David & Kathy 

Barsigian, Alexa Barsigian & Bobby Wolfel, Patricia 

Jones, Anne Buday, Emily Krenitsky, Gregory 

Krenitsky, Barbara Sevensky, Beverly Elko, Nicole 

Earl, Anna Tyrpak, Sandy & Danny Pregmon, Walter & 

Marie Pritchyk, Michael & Euphemia Keklak, Justin & 

Elisabeth Kane, Maria & Vitaliy Rakovsky, Ekaterina & 

Anna, Joe & Kelly Cigna, George, Natasha, Rosa, & 

Lucia Coyoy, Mat. Emilia, Reader Blaise, Maximus, 

Rodion, Savina Shepherd, Joseph, Emilia, Judah, 

Nadezda, & Silas Hart, Tammy Wytovich, Paulette 

Ezbiansky, Uriel Vo & Maura Elko, Mary Krevko, 

Elisabeth & Jacob Hallford and their newly born child 

Juliette, Tammy, Justin, Niko, & Katya Williams, Paul 

Dunay, Anastasia, Sophia, & Luke, Darlene Shaffer, 

Vanessa, Sophia, & Cameron Polzella, David Jadick, 

Sandra Condone, Holly Granville 

Seekers: Vincent Bonello 

 
Treasury “... but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 

break in and steal.” Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

How Much is my tithe 
Weekly  2% 4% 5% 10% 

$200 $4 $8 $10 $20 

$500 $10 $20 $25 $50 

$750 $15 $30 $37 $75 

$1000 $20 $40 $50 $100 

$1500 $30 $60 $75 $150 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Catechumens: Zachary Nikl

WEEKLY GIVING UPDATE: We thank you for your 
continued giving in gratitude for all that our loving 
God does for each of us, for His Holy Church, and all 
the blessings we receive through her. 

JAN  Income: $2,316.00 
 

Weekly Cost to Keep the Church Open:  
$3,740.85 

Monthly Cost to Keep the Church Open: 
$14,963.58 
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Words of Wisdom         Today Readings  

From the Saints & Teachers  Epistle: (298) 2 Timothy 4:5-8 (Sunday Before Theophany) 

Gospel:(1) Mark 1:1-8 (Sunday Before Theophany) 
 

EPISTLE 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Priest: Peace be unto all! 

Reader: And to thy spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 3rd Tone, a Psalm of David: The Lord is my Light and my Savior, whom shall I fear? 

Choir: The Lord is my Light and my Savior, whom shall I fear? 

Reader: The Lord is the defender of my life! Of whom shall I be afraid?  

Choir: The Lord is my Light and my Savior, whom shall I fear? 

Reader: The Lord is my Light and my Savior, 

Choir:  whom shall I fear? 

 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Romans.  

Deacon: Let us attend.  

Reader: (Romans 6:3-11) Brethren: Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 

into His death? We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by 

the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, 

we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. We know that our old self was crucified with Him so 

that the sinful body might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For He who has died is freed from 

sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him. For we know that Christ being raised 

from the dead will never die again; death no longer has dominion over Him. The death He died He died to sin, once for 

all, but the life He lives He lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus.  

 

Priest: Peace be unto thee, Reader. 

Reader: And to thy spirit. 

 

ALLELUIA 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

GOSPELS 

(Matthew 28:16-20) Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And 

when they saw Him they worshiped Him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with 

you always, to the end of the age." 

 

Announcements - Upcoming Parish & Diocesan Events   

Church Attendance 
 

Jan 3, Saturday Vespers 10   

Jan 4, Sunday Liturgy 42   

  Communed 24        
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Silent Prayers and Confession: Every Wednesday 11:00AM - 1:30PM or you can make an appt for confession. 

   

Parish Council Meeting: Today! Next one is Feb 8th 

 

Church Work Day: Jan 24th 12-4:30 Set up for Diocesan Assembly Please start thinking about volunteering 

for the Diocesan Assembly which will be held here at SMOC on Jan 29th & 30th.  

 

Monthly Panikhida: Jan 31st, 4PM prior to Vespers  

 

Remember that at the Great Entrance after each petition the priest will say “may the Lord God remember thee 

in His Kingdom……,” the people should respond with “Amen.” And at the end of the petitions, the priest will 

raise the chalice and say “You and all Orthodox Christians, may the Lord God remember thee in His 

Kingdom…… the people respond with “And to thy Holy Priesthood (Episcopacy), may the Lord God 

remember thee in His Kingdom always now and ever unto ages of ages.” This is dialogue, a prayer if you will, 

between the concelebrant and the people.   

 

Choir practice: Saturday's @ 4pm prior to vespers. If you would like to sing in the choir please make every 

effort to be at the practice.  

 

WISH LIST! Please consider purchasing from our wish list as this will reduce our cost of expenses and will 

allow us to increase and focus our giving in other vital areas needed. Currently we are looking for small wooden 

boxes that we can dedicate at reliquaries.      

https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist 

 

St. Michael's Greeters Ministry “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35 Our objective is 

to welcome visitors to the Parish, help them "feel at home" during the worship service, provide them with 

information about Orthodoxy and the Parish, invite them to Parish activities, introduce them to people of like 

interests, invite them back, follow-up to thank them for visiting us, and identifying whether we can help them 

in the future.  Most people leave a church once they enter because no one greeted them.  Please sign up to greet 

people.    

STOMC Mens Group!  New details coming!  

 

Please sign up for coffee hour! There are sign up sheets downstairs by the offering basket.  Also, please donate 

at coffee hour.  Donate what you would spend on a cup of coffee.  This is to replenish our plastic wear and 

supplies for coffee hour.     

 

HOUSE BLESSING: During the days following the Feast of the Theophany (January 6th), it is customary 

for the Priest to visit the homes of his parishioners, bringing with him the “Jordan Water” for the traditional 

Theophany House Blessing.  The First Great Sanctification of Water is performed at the end of the Divine 

Liturgy on the eve of the Feast of Theophany (January 5th). While that water may be given to the faithful to 

drink on that day and throughout the coming year, traditionally it is only the water from the Second Great 

Sanctification, which is performed on the day of the Feast of Theophany (January 6th), that is called "Jordan 

Water" and used for the Theophany House Blessing.  Please schedule with Fr Michael to have your house 

blessed.  

 
Dear Faithful, 

Christ is baptized! 

In the river Jordan! 

https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist
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It is that time of year again! Your parish council is preparing for our Annual Meeting.  IAW our bylaws our 

annual meeting will be on Februay 8, 2026 and we have asked for an amendment to this date.  

With the blessing of His Eminence, Archbishop Mark we asked that you discern and think about the following 

amendment to parish bylaws: 

ARTICLE FOUR:  THE PARISH MEETING 

1) Meetings. 

a) Parish meeting.  The parish meeting shall be the highest administrative body of the Parish, and all major 

decisions of the Parish, not within the particular authority of the Metropolitan or Diocesan Authority, shall be 

made by the Parish at its annual or special meeting. 

i) Annual Meeting.  The annual parish meeting shall be held on the second Sunday of February. 

To be amended to: ………..i) Annual Meeting.  The annual parish meeting shall be held on the second Sunday 

of January. 

 

The members of the parish council are currently preparing their briefs and it is our goal to get an annual 

meeting packet by the end of the month to ensure a swift meeting will happen. 

 
The Significance of Theophany in Orthodox Christianity 

As I delve deeper into the importance of Theophany, it’s essential to understand the profound impact it has on the spiritual 

lives of Orthodox Christians. This feast is far more than a mere commemoration; it’s a celebration of Jesus Christ’s 

baptism in the Jordan River. This event marks the manifestation of God as the Holy Trinity to the world — Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit — providing a profound revelation of Divine truth that resonates with believers. 

Theophany stands as a pivotal point where heaven meets earth. During the liturgical services, I’ve witnessed the vivid 

imagery used to illustrate this junction, especially through the Great Blessing of the Waters. This ritual is not only about 

purification but also signifies the sanctification of the entire creation. Orthodox theology teaches that when the waters 

are blessed, they become a means of spiritual renewal, symbolizing the washing away of sins. 

Indeed, every aspect of Theophany is imbued with deep symbolism which adherents internalize and reflect upon. The 

icons depicting the feast portray the voice of God the Father proclaiming Jesus as His beloved Son, the Holy Spirit 

descending as a dove, and the figures of angels in awe. These are not just static images but invitations for us to 

contemplate the mystery of God becoming manifest in the world. 

Orthodox Christians believe that participating in Theophany services invokes a renewal of their own baptismal vows. 

The prayers and hymns are designed to draw us closer to the heart of our faith, where I’ve felt a personal call to embrace 

the transformative teachings of the gospel. It’s during Theophany that we reaffirm our commitment to live a life in 

accordance with Christ’s example. 

By observing Theophany, I’m reminded of the unity between the cosmic and the personal elements of my faith. The feast 

illustrates that salvation history is not confined to the past but is an ongoing narrative that continues within the life of 

every believer. Through this understanding, we grasp the scope of God’s redemptive work, which is both intimate and 

universal. 

The Roots of Theophany in Christian Tradition 

The history of Theophany stretches back to the earliest days of Christianity. In the Christian tradition, the feast 

commemorates not only Christ’s baptism but also His first public manifestation to the world. Theophany’s origins are 

tightly interwoven with the liturgical traditions that emerged in the early Church. 

Liturgical records from as early as the 4th century detail the observance of the feast, illustrating its ancient roots and 

enduring importance. It was considered a major feast, sometimes even correlated with the celebration of Easter, 

accentuating its significance in the context of Christian redemptive events. 

In the Eastern Orthodox Church, Theophany is often referred to as ‘Epiphany,’ a term that signifies a divine revelation. 

The feast is deeply rooted in the scriptural accounts of the Gospels, particularly in the works of Matthew, Mark, and 
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Luke. These texts detail the event of Jesus’s baptism by John the Baptist at the Jordan River, marking it as an occasion 

where the Heavens opened and the Holy Spirit descended like a dove upon Jesus, while a voice from Heaven 

proclaimed Him as the beloved Son. 

Celebrated on January 6th, this feast not only observes the baptism but also Christ’s first miracle at the wedding of 

Cana, which occurs shortly thereafter according to the Gospel of John. This dual focus on baptism and miracle 

underscores the multifaceted nature of divine manifestation and the profound mystery of God’s presence. 

Orthodox Christians recognize this event as a cornerstone of their faith, as it reveals the Trinity — Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit — to the world, and establishes the foundation for the sacrament of baptism. By looking at the roots of Theophany 

and its establishment in the early Christian Church, one gains a deeper appreciation for its central place in Orthodox ritual 

and doctrine. It continues to resonate through centuries as a powerful expression of faith, an acknowledgement of the 

divine mystery, and a call to a life transformed by the recognition of Jesus Christ’s divinity. 

The Baptism of Jesus Christ: A Pivotal Moment 

In the rich tapestry of Orthodox Christianity, the Feast of Theophany stands out, particularly for its commemoration of 

the baptism of Jesus Christ. This moment in the Jordan River signifies far more than a mere ritual. It marks the beginning 

of Christ’s public ministry and the divine approval of his mission on Earth. When I reflect upon this event, I’m moved 

by its profound significance, encapsulated in the voice from heaven declaring Jesus as the beloved Son. 

Scripture recounts this pivotal moment with poignant clarity. As Saint John the Baptist lowers Jesus into the waters, 

the heavens open, and the Holy Spirit descends like a dove — a scene capturing the full revelation of God’s triune nature. 

The baptism thus serves as a direct manifestation of the Trinity, fortifying the relevance of Theophany in today’s 

observances. 

Beyond its doctrinal import, the baptism also symbolizes a model for personal transformation. In Orthodox tradition, 

followers re-commit to spiritual renewal, mirroring the purifying act that Jesus himself underwent. This moment beckons 

the faithful to embody Christ’s virtues and fosters a profound connection to his journey. 

Moreover, the baptism induces a ripple effect throughout the liturgical year. It’s not merely an isolated event but a 

gateway to the subsequent narratives of Christ’s life and teachings. Each year, as I celebrate this feast, I’m reminded of 

the seasons that follow — each echoing the resonant themes introduced by the baptism. 

As the story of the baptism unfolds, the multifaceted themes interwoven in the Theophany celebration emerge starkly. 

Through liturgy and iconography, the Orthodox Church encapsulates the transformative power of water, the inauguration 

of Christ’s ministry, and a life led by example. These threads bind the observance, not only to the past but also to our 

contemporary journey in faith. The baptism of Jesus Christ remains an enduring call to renew and deepen our spiritual 

lives in alignment with the core precepts of Orthodoxy. 

 

The Symbolism of Water in Theophany 

Water plays a central role in Theophany, symbolizing purity, life, and transformation. It’s perceived not only as a physical 

substance but also as a spiritual one, carrying profound connotations within Orthodox Christianity. During Theophany, 

water is blessed and believed to take on holy properties, becoming a conduit for sanctification and an emblem of divine 

grace. 

As I delve into the scriptures, it’s clear that water carries a duality of destruction and regeneration. In the Old Testament, 

it is seen in the great flood that cleanses the world of sin, and in the New Testament, it appears as the waters of the Jordan 

River where Jesus was baptized. This baptismal water signifies a new beginning, washing away the old self and 

refreshing the spirit akin to the rebirth of Creation after the deluge. 

The practice of blessing bodies of water during Theophany also holds symbolic weight. Orthodox Christians often gather 

at rivers, lakes, or seas, where the blessing is performed. This ritual signifies the sanctification of nature and is a reminder 

of the participation of all creation in the redeeming act of Christ’s baptism. 

Moreover, theophany water is used throughout the year for various sanctifying purposes, reinforcing its significance far 

beyond the feast day: 

● Blessing homes 

● Healing purposes 
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● During other sacraments and rituals 

In baptism, the symbolism of water reaches its zenith. It represents a tomb and a womb simultaneously — a tomb for 

dying to sin and a womb for giving birth to new life in Christ. Orthodox faithful view their own baptism as a personal 

participation in Jesus’ baptism. They’re reminded that through the waters, they’re initiated into the faith, emerging as 

changed individuals ready to embark on their spiritual journey. 

In the liturgy, the use of water serves as a material and mystical link between the physical and the divine. The blessing 

of the waters during Theophany is a vivid enactment of divine incarnation and sanctification, encapsulating the essence 

of God’s closeness and the transformative power of His presence in the world. 

The Sacred Rituals of Theophany 

Theophany isn’t just a day for reflection; it’s marked by a rich tapestry of sacred rituals that engage the faithful in a 

profound spiritual journey. Among these, the Great Blessing of the Waters stands out as a pivotal moment. This 

ceremony is performed twice: once on the eve and then on the day of Theophany itself.  

During this ritual, I watch as priests recite prayers and then proceed to sprinkle holy water, a sign of divine presence, on 

the congregation, symbolizing the washing away of sins. In many Orthodox communities, there’s a tradition of throwing 

a cross into a body of water. The bravest among the faithful dive in — regardless of the chilling temperatures — to 

retrieve it. This act of retrieving the cross signifies Christ’s baptism and serves as a public declaration of faith. 

I’m also intrigued by house blessings, a practice where the sanctified waters from Theophany are used to bless and 

protect the homes of parishioners. A priest typically visits homes with a container of Theophany water, sprinkling each 

room while reciting prayers. This custom underlines the belief that God’s grace permeates every aspect of our lives. 

Great Blessing of the Waters 

● Eve of Theophany and the day itself 

● Sprinkling of holy water on the congregation 

Retrieval of the Cross 

● Symbolizes Christ’s baptism 

● Acts as a declaration of faith 

House Blessings 

● Theophany water blesses and protects homes 

● Priest sprinkles water and recites prayers 

These rituals aren’t simple ceremonies; they’re acts that bind the community together. They root Orthodox Christians in 

their faith, allowing them to participate physically in the mysteries of Theophany. Each droplet of water becomes a 

symbol of the Holy Spirit’s renewing power — connecting the earthly with the heavenly.  

Clearly, Theophany’s rich liturgy and communal practices go beyond mere remembrance. They’re about engaging with 

faith at the deepest levels, where holy water isn’t just a symbol — it’s a living, breathing testament to belief, renewal, 

and the enduring promise of sanctification. 

Conclusion 

The Feast of Theophany holds a profound place in Orthodox Christianity, not just as a historical commemoration but as 

a living, communal experience. Through the Great Blessing of the Waters and other cherished rituals, I’m reminded of 

the depth of our faith and the transformative power of God’s presence. As the holy water touches our lives, we’re renewed 

and united in the divine mystery. Theophany isn’t simply an event to remember — it’s an invitation to step into a renewed 

life, a moment where heaven touches earth and sanctifies our journey. 
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Volume II - Worship 
The Sacraments - Baptism 

 

The practice of baptism as a religious symbol did not begin with Jesus. Baptism, which means literally the immersion in 

water, was practiced among the people of the Old Testament as well as the people who belonged to pagan religions. The 

universal meaning of baptism is that of “starting anew,” of dying to an old, way of life and being born again into a new 

way of life. Thus, baptism was always connected with repentance which means a moral conversion, a “change of mind,” 

a change in living from something old and bad to something new and good. 

Thus, in the Gospel we find John the Baptist baptizing the people as a sign of repentance in preparation for the Kingdom 

of God which was coming to men with Christ the Messiah. Christ himself was baptized by John not because he was sinful 

and needed to repent, but because in allowing himself to be baptized he showed that indeed he was God’s “Beloved Son,” 

the Saviour and Messiah, the “Lamb of God who takes upon himself the sins of the world” (See Mt 3, Mk 1, Lk 3, Jn 1–

3). 

In the Christian Church the practice of baptism takes on a new and particular significance. It no longer remains merely a 

sign of moral change and spiritual rebirth. It becomes very specifically the act of a person’s death and resurrection in and 

with Jesus. Christian baptism is man’s participation in the event of Easter. It is a “new birth by water and the Holy Spirit” 

into the Kingdom of God (Jn 3.5). 

Baptism in the Church begins with the rejection of Satan and the acceptance of Christ. Before being baptized, a person—

or his sponsors or godparents for him—officially proclaims the symbol of Christian faith, the Creed. Because the 

godparent speaks on behalf of the child, sponsors his entrance into the Church and “receives” the child out of the 

baptismal waters into the Church and cares for his spiritual life, the godparent himself must be a member of the Church. 

After the proclamation of faith, the baptismal water is prayed over and blessed as the sign of the goodness of God’s 

creation. The person to be baptized is also prayed over and blessed with sanctified oil as the sign that his creation by God 

is holy and good. And then, after the solemn proclamation of “Alleluia” (from Hebrew, meaning “God be praised”), the 

person is immersed three times in the water in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

Through the act of immersion, the baptized person dies to this world and is born again in the resurrection of Christ into 

eternal life. He is clothed with the “garments of salvation” symbolized by the white baptismal robe which is the “new 

humanity” of Jesus himself who is the new and heavenly Adam (See Jn 3, Rom 5, 1 Cor 15). Thus, the words of the 

Apostle Paul are chanted as the newly-baptized is led in procession around the baptismal font three times as the symbol 

of his procession to the Kingdom of God and his entrance into eternal life: “For as many as have been baptized into Christ 

have put on Christ. Alleluia” (Gal 3.27). 

In ancient times this procession was made from the baptistery to the church where the newly-baptized received Holy 

Communion at the celebration of the Divine Liturgy. Baptisms were normally done in connection with the Easter Liturgy; 

our present procession around the church building on Easter night is nothing more than our remembrance that we are 

baptized, that we have left the life of this world to enter the eternal life of the Risen Christ in the Kingdom of God. This 

new life is given to us in the life of the Church, most specifically in the Divine Liturgy. 

 

Before the baptismal procession and the reading of the Epistle and the Gospel is fulfilled in the reception of Holy 

Communion, however, the newly-baptized is given the gift of the Holy Spirit in the sacrament of Chrismation. 


