
 

From The Ambvon  
ST MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH  

512 Winter St., OLD FORGE, PA 

Phone: 570-457-3703   
Web: www.stmichaelof.org  Facebook: stmichaelof1891PA    

Priest Michael Shepherd (frmichael@stmichaelof.org)   

Chair - Tammy Wytovich (chair@stmichaelof.org)    

Vice Chair - Danny Pregmon (vicechair@stmichaelof.org)    

Secretary - Vitaliy Rakovsky (office@stmichaelof.org)  

Treasurer - Joseph Hart (treasurer@stmichaelof.org)     

 
May 31st, 2026 8th SUNDAY OF PASCHA — Tone 7. Holy Pentecost: Feast of the Holy Trinity.  

St. Apollonios (Apollo) of the Egyptian Thebaid (395). Apostle Hermas of the Seventy (1st c.). Martyr 

Hermias at Comana (2nd c.). Martyr Philosophus at Alexandria (3rd c.). Metropolitan Philotheos of 

Tobolsk, the Enlightener of Siberia (1727). 
 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, & Service Schedule for May
Birthdays: Uriel Vo (5/30); Daniel Jones 

(5/30)  

Nameday: Helen Wytovich (5/21); Emily 

Krenitsky (5/30) 

Baptism: Uriel Vo (5/4); Fr Michael and 

Matushka Emilia Shepherd (5/8); Maximus Shepherd  

(5/16); Rodion Shepherd (5/18) 

Anniversary: Fr Michael Shepherd - 8th Priest 

Ordination (5/26/18) 

Travelers: Fr Michael, Matushka Emilia, Blaise, 

Maximus, Rodion, & Savina 

 

Prosphora Schedule: PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE 

HELP! We need families to start baking prosphora at 

home. Please sign up.  The Church has a prosphora kit 

if you would like to borrow it.  THE CHURCH NEEDS 

YOUR HELP.  THIS IS AN OFFERING FOR THE 

PEOPLE BY THE PEOPLE.  Thank you to Maria 

Polzella  for the offering this morning.   

June 7 - Shepherd  June 14 

June 21   June 28 

 

Counting: HELP!  Please sign up and count our 

donations.  Please stay and help. Thank you David for 

assisting today.   

June 7     June 14 

June 21   June 28 

 

Reader’s Schedule    

 June 7 - Uriel    June 14 - Joseph 

June 21 - Silas   June 28 - Joseph /Blaise 

 

PLEASE SING ALONG! Singing the hymns and 

responses to the litanies throughout the services is 

encouraged! 

 

AGAPE Meal Plan - Please sign up downstairs 

June 7     June 14 

June 21   June 28 

 

Coffee Hour/Agape Meal: Please stay and join us for a 

cup of coffee so we may break bread with each other.  

This will allow us to get to know each other and see how 

we can help each other.   

 

SUN, June 7th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

1st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 8. All 

Saints. "Seven Arrows" 

 

SUN, June 14th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

2nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 1. All 

Saints of America  

 

SUN, June 21st: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

3rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 2. 

 

SAT, June 27th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

SUN, June 28th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

4th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3. 
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DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the 

ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 

Christians who have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting, and a recent (monthly) confession. If you have questions 

please ask Fr Michael!  Visitors, if you did not introduce yourself to Fr Michael at Vespers, please refrain from Holy 

Communion.   

Parish Prayer List 

NEWLY DEPARTED:  

DEPARTED: Evelyn Flynn (5/5); Jean Staviski 

Mori (5/6);  Volodymyr Danylets (5/9); Marie 

Raskausakas (5/12); Paul Bezuhly (5/15); Harry 

Krevko (5/16); Alexander Pritchyk (5/18); Walter 

Pregmon (5/19); Dennis Pregmon (5/25); Rose 

Macheska (5/26)  
 

Please remember in your prayers LIVING:  

Ill-afflicted Archpriest(s) John Nightingale, & Theodore 

Orzolek 

 

All those caring for the sick and suffering at this time 

throughout the world, especially our families and 

friends: Edward Sevensky, Margaret Pregmon, Daniel 

Jones, Michael Sokol, Michael Krenitsky, Bernie Elko, 

Nadia Macheska, The child of God Abigail, Helen 

Wytovich, Marie Pasternak, Eli & Paula Stavisky, 

Marie Pozella, Walter Prichyk, Hannah Conover 

 

Servants of God: Mark Bezhuly, David & Kathy 

Barsigian, Alexa Barsigian & Bobby Wolfel, Patricia 

Jones, Anne Buday, Emily Krenitsky, Gregory 

Krenitsky, Barbara Sevensky, Beverly Elko, Nicole 

Earl, Anna Tyrpak, Sandy & Danny Pregmon, Marie 

Pritchyk, Michael & Euphemia Keklak, Justin & 

Elisabeth Kane, Maria & Vitaliy Rakovsky, Ekaterina & 

Anna, George, Natasha, Rosa, & Lucia Coyoy, Mat. 

Emilia, Reader Blaise, Maximus, Rodion, Savina 

Shepherd, Joseph, Emilia, Judah, Nadezda, & Silas Hart, 

Tammy Wytovich, Paulette Ezbiansky, Uriel Vo & 

Maura Elko, Mary Krevko, Elisabeth, Jacob, & Juliette 

Halford, Tammy, Justin, Niko, & Katya Williams, Paul 

Dunay, Anastasia, Sophia, & Luke, Darlene Shaffer, 

Sophia, & Anastasia Polzella, David Jadick, Sandra 

Condone, Timothy & Holly Granville, Maxim Granville, 

Christopher Yeisley, and Gabriel, Mother Katherine, 

Diane, Mitch, Christina, & James  

 

Catechumens: Marley, Tulia, & Magnolia Connolly, 

Neva Yeisely, Zachary Nikl,  

 

Seekers: Vincent Bonello, Rebecca Burns, Ken Nikl 

 
 

Treasury “... but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal.” Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

How Much is my tithe 

 
Weekly  2% 4% 5% 10% 

$200 $4 $8 $10 $20 

$500 $10 $20 $25 $50 

$750 $15 $30 $37 $75 

$1000 $20 $40 $50 $100 

$1500 $30 $60 $75 $150 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY GIVING UPDATE: We thank you for your 

continued giving in gratitude for all that our loving God does 

for each of us, for His Holy Church, and all the blessings we 

receive through her. 

MAY Income: $20,938.00 

MAY  Expenses: $17,817.35 

Weekly Cost to Keep the Church Open:  $3,740.85 

Monthly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $14,963.58 



 

Words of Wisdom         Today Readings  

From the Saints & Teachers     Epistle: (3) Acts 2:1-11 

Gospel: (27) John 7:37-52; 8:12 

EPISTLE 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Priest: Peace be unto all! 

Reader: And to thy spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 8th Tone, a Psalm of David: Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth and their 

words to the ends of the universe. 

Choir: Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth and their words to the ends of the universe. 

Reader: The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the firmament proclaims His handiwork. 

Choir: Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth and their words to the ends of the universe. 

Reader: Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth 

Choir: And their words to the ends of the universe. 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

 

[(3) Acts 2:1-11] In those days, when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. * And suddenly 

a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. * And there 

appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one of them. * And they were all filled with the Holy 

Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. * Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem 

Jews, devout men from every nation under heaven. * And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 

bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. * And they were amazed and wondered, saying, 

"Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? * And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? * 

Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, * Phrygia and 

Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, * 

Cretans and Arabians, we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God." 

 

Priest: Peace be unto thee, Reader. 

Reader: And to thy spirit. 

 

ALLELUIA 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Alleluia in the 1st Tone: Alleluia, Alleluia, AL-LE-LU-IA! 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Reader: By the Word of the Lord the heavens were made; and all their host by the Spirit of His mouth. 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Reader: The Lord looks down from heaven and beholds the sons of men. 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL 

[(27) John 7:37-52; 8:12] The last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and proclaimed, "If any one thirst, let 

him come to me and drink. * He who believes in Me, as the scripture has said, 'Out of his heart shall flow rivers of living 

water.'" * Now this He said about the Spirit, which those who believed in Him were to receive; for as yet the Spirit had 

not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. * When they heard these words, some of the people said, "This is 

really the prophet." * Others said, "This is the Christ."  But some said, "Is the Christ to come from Galilee? * Has not the 

scripture said that the Christ is descended from David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?" * So 

there was a division among the people over Him. * Some of them wanted to arrest Him, but no one laid hands on Him. * 

The officers then went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, "Why did you not bring Him?" * The 

officers answered, "No man ever spoke like this man!" * The Pharisees answered them, "Are you led astray, you also? * 



 

Have any of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in Him? * But this crowd, who do not know the law, are accursed." 

* Nicodemus, who had gone to Him before, and who was one of them, said to them, * "Does our law judge a man without 

first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?" * They replied, "Are you from Galilee too?  Search and you shall 

see that no prophet is to rise from Galilee." * Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of the world; he who 

follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

Acts 2:13 The Mockery of Others NEW WINE IN NEW SKINS. VEN BEDE: These mockers nevertheless mystically bore 

witness to truths, for they [the disciples] were not filled with the old wine, which ran short in the marriage of the church, 

but with the new wine of spiritual grace. For now new wine had come in new skins, since the apostles reechoed the 

wonderful works of God not “in the oldness of the letter but in the newness of the Spirit.” COMMENTARY ON THE ACTS 

OF THE APOSTLES 2.13. 

Acts 2:13 NEW WINE OF THE NEW COVENANT. ST CYRIL OF JERUSALEM: For in truth the wine was new, the grace of 

the New Testament. But this new wine was from a spiritual vine, which already had often borne fruit in the prophets and 

sprouted forth in the New Testament. For just as in the order of nature the vine, remaining ever the same, brings forth 

new fruit according to the seasons, so too the same Spirit, remaining what he is, having wrought in the prophets, now 

manifested something new and marvelous. His grace had indeed been granted to the fathers in times past, but now it 

came in superabundance; in their case they received a share of the Holy Spirit, now they were baptized in all fullness. 

CATECHETICAL LECTURE 17.18. Martin, F., & Smith, E., eds. (2006). Acts (p. 26). InterVarsity Press. 

John 7:38 Believers and Scripture WHERE IN SCRIPTURE? ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM: He is here speaking of spiritual 

drink.… But where does the Scripture say that “rivers of living water shall flow from his belly”? Nowhere. What then 

does it mean, “He that believes on me, as the Scripture says”? Here we must place a period, so that the “rivers shall flow 

from his belly” may be an assertion of Christ. For because many said … “When the Christ comes will he do more 

miracles?” he shows that it is important to have a correct understanding and to be convinced on the evidence of Scripture, 

not of miracles. In fact, many who had seen him working miracles still did not receive him as the Christ … “Search the 

Scriptures,” he had said previously. HOMILIES ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 51.1. 

JOHN 7:38 THE TESTIMONY OF THE PSALMIST AND ISAIAH TO CHRIST THE RIVER. ST CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA: The 

feast of the tabernacles signified the thrice longed for time of the resurrection [For its observance, God specified] the 

taking of boughs and mentioned the fruit of a good tree and other things besides in order to indicate the recovery of 

Paradise that was about to be given to us again through Christ. But since [Leviticus] specifies at the end that one should 

take everything out of the brook and rejoice again, we say that our Lord Jesus Christ was compared to a brook in whom 

we shall find all delight and enjoyment in hope. And in him, this brook will delight us in a divine and spiritual way. And 

that he is called a brook, the most wise psalmist testifies … And the Lord himself says something similar in the prophet 

[Isaiah]. COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 5.1. Elowsky, J. C., ed. (2006). John 1–10 (pp. 264–265). InterVarsity 

Press.

 

Announcements - Upcoming Parish &  

Diocesan Events Church Attendance 

Silent Prayers and Confession: Every Wednesday 11:00AM - 1:30PM or you can make an appt   for 

confession. 

 

Remember that at the Great Entrance after each petition the priest will say “may the Lord God 

remember thee in His Kingdom……,” the people should respond with “Amen.” And at the end of the petitions, the 

priest will raise the chalice and say “You and all Orthodox Christians, may the Lord God remember thee in His 

Kingdom…… the people respond with “And to thy Holy Priesthood (Episcopacy), may the Lord God remember thee in 

His Kingdom always now and ever unto ages of ages.” This is dialogue, a prayer if you will, between the concelebrant 

and the people.   

 

Choir practice: June 6th 4:00PM 

 

https://ref.ly/res/LLS:ACCSREVNT05/2018-08-29T20:08:56Z/183297?len=1777
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WISH LIST! Please consider purchasing from our wish list as this will reduce our cost of expenses and will allow us to 

increase and focus our giving in other vital areas needed. Currently we are looking for small wooden boxes that we can 

dedicate at reliquaries.      https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist 

 

St. Michael's Greeters Ministry “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35 Our objective is to welcome 

visitors to the Parish, help them "feel at home" during the worship service, provide them with information about 

Orthodoxy and the Parish, invite them to Parish activities, introduce them to people of like interests, invite them back, 

follow-up to thank them for visiting us, and identifying whether we can help them in the future.  Most people leave a 

church once they enter because no one greeted them.  Please sign up to greet people.    

Please sign up for coffee hour! There are sign up sheets downstairs by the offering basket.  Also, please donate at coffee 

hour.  Donate what you would spend on a cup of coffee.  This is to replenish our plastic wear and supplies for coffee 

hour.      

 

SPONSORS - An appeal for sponsors for our relics.  We need wooden boxes donated, reliquaries purchased and 

donations to pay for the cost to put the icon of the saint in the lid of the box.  We are estimating $300 to complete one 

reliquary/box.  If you would like to sponsor your saint and we have that relic; please let us know.  There is a sign up sheet 

in the Narthex.  We have one donor already.   

 

Reminder - June 24th - 28th The Lexicon Team will be to record sign language for Divine Liturgy at St Michaels  
 

Pentecost: The Descent of the Holy Spirit 

In the Old Testament Pentecost was the feast which occurred fifty days after Passover. As the passover feast celebrated 

the exodus of the Israelites from the slavery of Egypt, so Pentecost celebrated God’s gift of the ten commandments to 

Moses on Mount Sinai. 

 

In the new covenant of the Messiah, the passover event takes on its new meaning as the celebration of Christ’s death and 

resurrection, the “exodus” of men from this sinful world to the Kingdom of God. And in the New Testament as well, the 

pentecostal feast is fulfilled and made new by the coming of the “new law,” the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 

disciples of Christ. 

 

When the day of Pentecost had come they were all together in one place. And suddenly a sound came from heaven like 

the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of 

fire, distributed as resting upon each one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit . . . (Acts 2.1–4). 

 

The Holy Spirit that Christ had promised to his disciples came on the day of Pentecost (Jn 14.26, 15.26; Lk 24.49; Acts 

1.5). The apostles received “the power from on high,” and they began to preach and bear witness to Jesus as the risen 

Christ, the King and the Lord. This moment has traditionally been called the birthday of the Church. 

 

In the liturgical services of the feast of Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit is celebrated together with the full 

revelation of the divine Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The fullness of the Godhead is manifested with the Spirit’s 

coming to man, and the Church hymns celebrate this manifestation as the final act of God’s self-disclosure and self-

donation to the world of His creation. For this reason Pentecost Sunday is also called Trinity Day in the Orthodox 

tradition. Often on this day the icon of the Holy Trinity—particularly that of the three angelic figures who appeared to 

Abraham, the forefather of the Christian faith—is placed in the center of the church. This icon is used with the traditional 

pentecostal icon which shows the tongues of fire hovering over Mary and the Twelve Apostles, the original prototype of 

the Church, who are themselves sitting in unity surrounding a symbolic image of “cosmos,” the world. 

 

On Pentecost we have the final fulfillment of the mission of Jesus Christ and the first beginning of the messianic age of 

the Kingdom of God mystically present in this world in the Church of the Messiah. For this reason the fiftieth day stands 

as the beginning of the era which is beyond the limitations of this world, fifty being that number which stands for eternal 

and heavenly fulfillment in Jewish and Christian mystical piety: seven times seven, plus one. 

 

https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist


 

Thus, Pentecost is called an apocalyptic day, which means the day of final revelation. It is also called an eschatological 

day, which means the day of the final and perfect end (in Greek eschaton means the end). For when the Messiah comes 

and the Lord’s Day is at hand, the “last days” are inaugurated in which “God declares: . . . I will pour out my Spirit upon 

all flesh.”; This is the ancient prophecy to which the Apostle Peter refers in the first sermon of the Christian Church 

which was preached on the first Sunday of Pentecost (Acts 2: 1 7; Joel 2: 28–32). 

 

Once again it must be noted that the feast of Pentecost is not simply the celebration of an event which took place centuries 

ago. It is the celebration of what must happen and does happen to us in the Church today. We all have died and risen with 

the Messiah-King, and we all have received his Most Holy Spirit. We are the “temples of the Holy Spirit.” God’s Spirit 

dwells in us (Rom 8; 1 Cor 2–3, 12; 2 Cor 3; Gal 5; Eph 2–3). We, by our own membership in the Church, have received 

“the seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit” in the sacrament of chrismation. Pentecost has happened to us. 

 

The Divine Liturgy of Pentecost recalls our baptism into Christ with the verse from Galatians again replacing the Thrice-

Holy Hymn. Special verses from the psalms also replace the usual antiphonal psalms of the liturgy. The epistle and gospel 

readings tell of the Spirit’s coming to men. The kontakion sings of the reversal of Babel as God unites the nations into 

the unity of his Spirit. The troparion proclaims the gathering of the whole universe into God’s net through the work of 

the inspired apostles. The hymns “O Heavenly King” and “We have seen the True Light” are sung for the first time since 

Easter, calling the Holy Spirit to “come and abide in us,” and proclaiming that “we have received the heavenly Spirit.” 

The church building is decorated with flowers and the green leaves of the summer to show that God’s divine Breath 

comes to renew all creation as the “life-creating Spirit.” In Hebrew the word for Spirit, breath and wind is the same word, 

ruah. 

 

Blessed art Thou, O Christ our God, who hast revealed the fishermen as most wise by sending down upon them the Holy 

Spirit: through them Thou didst draw the world into Thy net. O Lover of Man, Glory to Thee (Troparion). 

 

When the Most High came down and confused the tongues, he divided the nations. But when he distributed the tongues 

of fire, he called all to unity. Therefore, with one voice, we glorify the All-Holy Spirit! (Kontakion). 

 

The Great Vespers of Pentecost evening features three long prayers at which the faithful kneel for the first time since 

Easter. The Monday after Pentecost is the feast of the Holy Spirit in the Orthodox Church, and the Sunday after Pentecost 

is the feast of All Saints. This is the logical liturgical sequence since the coming of the Holy Spirit is fulfilled in men by 

their becoming saints, and this is the very purpose of the creation and salvation of the world. “Thus says the Lord: 

Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I your God am holy” (Lev 11.44–45, 1 Pet 1.15–16). 

 

Kids Corner 
Pentecost 
5/31/2026 

 
Did you ever hear the wind howling outside but couldn’t see it? That is just like the Holy Spirit! In the Orthodox Church, 

we celebrate Pentecost exactly 50 days after Easter. It is the birthday of the Church! Before Jesus went to Heaven, He 

promised to send the disciples a special Helper. On Pentecost, that Helper arrived. Suddenly, there was a sound like a 

mighty rushing wind, and glowing flames shaped like tongues rested on the disciples' heads.That Holy Spirit filled the 

disciples with so much joy and courage that they could speak languages they had never learned. This was so everyone 

from all over the world could hear the good news about Jesus. Guess what? That exact same Holy Spirit lives inside you, 

too! You can feel His "wind" when you show love to your family, do kind things for your friends, or pray. 
 


