From The Ambvox

ST NICHACL ORTHOOOX ChAURCDh

512 Wincer Sc., 01O FORGE, PA
Phone: 570-457-3703

Web: www.stmichaelof.org

Facebook: stmichaelof1891PA  Christ

Priest Michael Shepherd (frmichael@stmichaelof.org) Is
Chair - Tammy Wytovich (chair@stmichaelof.org) Risen!
Vice Chair - Danny Pregmon (vicechair@stmichaelof.org) Indeed
Secretary - Vitaliy Rakovsky (office@stmichaelof.org) He is

Treasurer - Joseph Hart (treasurer@stmichaelof.org) Risen!

May 9th, 2026 Sth SUNDAY OF PASCHA — Tone 4. Samaritan Woman. Apostle Simeon the Zealot
(1st c.). St. Simon, Bishop of Vladimir and Suzdal’ (Kiev Caves-Near Caves—1226). Martyrs Philadelphus, Cyprian,
Alphius, Onesimus, Erasmus, and 14 others, in Sicily (3rd c.). Martyr Hesychius of Antioch (4th c.). Bl. Isidora the
Fool, of Tabenna in Egypt (4th c.). Bl. Thais (Taisia) of Egypt (5th ¢.).

Birthdays., Anniversaries, & Service Schedule for May

Birthdays: Uriel Vo (5/30); Daniel Jones
(5/30)

Nameday: Helen Wytovich (5/21); Emily
Krenitsky (5/30)

Baptism: Uriel Vo (5/4); Fr Michael and
Matushka Emilia Shepherd (5/8); Maximus Shepherd
(5/16); Rodion Shepherd (5/18)

Anniversary: Fr Michael Shepherd - 8th Priest
Ordination (5/26/18)

Travelers:

Prosphora Schedule: PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE
HELP! We need families to start baking prosphora at
home. Please sign up. The Church has a prosphora kit
if you would like to borrow it. THE CHURCH NEEDS
YOUR HELP. THIS IS AN OFFERING FOR THE
PEOPLE BY THE PEOPLE. Thank you to Maura,
Beverly and Elise for the offering this morning.

May 17 - Shepherd

May 24

May 31

Counting: HELP! Please sign up and count our
donations. Please stay and help.

May 17 David Jadick /

May 24

May 31

Reader’s Schedule
May 17 - V: Blaise / L: Joseph
May 24 - V: Joseph / L: Emilia H.

May 31 - V: Uriel / L: Blaise

PLEASE SING ALONG! Singing the hymns and
responses to the litanies throughout the services is
encouraged!

AGAPE Meal Plan - Please sign up downstairs

May 17 - Sloppy Joe’s

May 24

May 31

Coffee Hour/Agape Meal: Please stay and join us for a
cup of coffee so we may break bread with each other.
This will allow us to get to know each other and see how
we can help each other.

Diocesan Council Meeting - May 14th

SAT, May 16th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers
Catechumen Class after Vespers

SUN, May 17th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL

6th SUNDAY OF PASCHA — Tone S. Blind Man.
Parish Council meeting After Liturgy

WED, May 20th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers w/Litya
THURS, May 21st: 8:40 AM - Hours & DL
The Ascension of our Lord.

SAT, May 23rd: 5:00 PM Great Vespers

SUN, May 24th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL

7th SUNDAY OF PASCHA — Tone 6. Holy Fathers
of the First Ecumenical Council.

(Church work day) SAT, May 30th: 5:00 PM Great
Vespers w/Litya SUN, May 31st: 9:'10 AM - Hours &
DL 8th SUNDAY OF PASCHA — Tone 7. Holy
Pentecost: Feast of the Holy Trinity
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DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: 4 most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the
ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting, and a recent (monthly) confession. If you have questions
please ask Fr Michael! Visitors, if you did not introduce yourself to Fr Michael at Vespers, please refrain from Holy

Communion.
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Please remember in your prayers LIVING:

[l-afflicted Archpriest(s) John Nightingale, & Theodore
Orzolek

All those caring for the sick and suffering at this time
throughout the world, especially our families and
friends: Edward Sevensky, Margaret Pregmon, Daniel
Jones, Michael Sokol, Michael Krenitsky, Bernie Elko,
Nadia Macheska, The child of God Abigail, Helen
Wytovich, Marie Pasternak, Eli & Paula Stavisky,
Marie Pozella

Servants of God: Mark Bezhuly, David & Kathy
Barsigian, Alexa Barsigian & Bobby Wolfel, Patricia
Jones, Anne Buday, FEmily Krenitsky, Gregory
Krenitsky, Barbara Sevensky, Beverly Elko, Nicole
Earl, Anna Tyrpak, Sandy & Danny Pregmon, Walter &
Marie Pritchyk, Michael & Euphemia Keklak, Justin &
Elisabeth Kane, Maria & Vitaliy Rakovsky, Ekaterina &
Anna, George, Natasha, Rosa, & Lucia Coyoy, Mat.
Emilia, Reader Blaise, Maximus, Rodion, Savina
Shepherd, Joseph, Emilia, Judah, Nadezda, & Silas Hart,
Tammy Wytovich, Paulette Ezbiansky, Uriel Vo &
Maura Elko, Mary Krevko, Elisabeth, Jacob, & Juliette
Halford, Tammy, Justin, Niko, & Katya Williams, Paul
Dunay, Anastasia, Sophia, & Luke, Darlene Shaffer,
Sophia, & Anastasia Polzella, David Jadick, Sandra
Condone, Timothy & Holly Granville, Maxim Granville,
Christopher Yeisley, and Gabriel, Mother Katherine,
Diane, Mitch, Christina, & James

Catechumens: Marley, Tulia, & Magnolia Connolly,
Neva Yeisely, Zachary Nikl,

Seekers: Vincent Bonello, Rebecca Burns, Ken Nikl

Treacury “... but lay up for yourcelves
treacuree in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust dectroys and where thievee do not

break in and cteal.” Jecue Chrict

How Much is my tithe

Weekly 2% 4% 5% 10%
$200 84 $8 $10  $20
$500  $10 $20 $25 $50
$750  $15 $30 $37 $75
$1000 $20 $40 $50 $100
$1500 $30 $60 $75 $150

WEEKLY GIVING UPDATE: We thank you for your
continued giving in gratitude for all that our loving God does
for each of us, for His Holy Church, and all the blessings we
receive through her.

MAY Income: $6,939.00
MAY Expenses: $3,218.47

Weekly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $3,740.85
Monthly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $14,963.58




/ ' Wonds off Wisdom Today Readings
From the Sainfs & Teachens Epistle: (28) Acts 11:19-26,29-30

Gospel: (12) John 4:5-42

EPISTLE

Deacon: Let us attend!

Priest: Peace be unto all!

Reader: And to thy spirit.

Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 3rd Tone, a Psalm of David: Sing praises to our God, sing praises, sing praises to our
King, sing praises.

Choir: Sing praises to our God, sing praises, sing praises to our King, sing praises.
Reader: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
Choir: Sing praises to our God, sing praises, sing praises to our King, sing praises.
Reader: Sing praises to our God, sing praises,

Choir: Sing praises to our King, sing praises.

Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader: The reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles.

Deacon: Let us attend!

[(28) Acts 11:19-26,29-30] In those days, the apostles who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to none except Jews. * But there were
some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus.
* And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned to the Lord. * News of this came to
the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. * When he came and saw the grace of God, he
was glad; and he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the Lord with purpose of heart; * for he was a good man, full of
the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a large company was added to the Lord. * So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul;
* and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church, and taught a large
company of people; and in Antioch the disciples were for the first time called Christians. * And the disciples determined,
every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brethren who lived in Judea; * and they did so, sending it to the
elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Priest: Peace be unto thee, Reader.
Reader: And to thy spirit.

ALLELUIA

Deacon: Wisdom!

Reader: In the 4th Tone: Alleluia, Alleluia, A-LE-LU-IA!

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Reader: Go forth, prosper and reign, for the sake of meekness, righteousness and truth.
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Reader: For Thou lovest righteousness, and dost hate iniquity.

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

GOSPEL

[(12) John 4:5-42] At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son
Joseph. * Jacob's well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as He was with His journey, sat down beside the well. It was
about the sixth hour. * There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." * For His
disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. * The Samaritan woman said to Him, "How is it that Thou, a Jew,
askest a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. * Jesus answered her, "If thou
knewest the gift of God, and Who it is that is saying to thee, 'Give me a drink,' thou wouldst have asked Him, and He
would have given thee living water." * The woman said to Him, "Sir, Thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is
deep; where dost Thou get that living water? * Art Thou greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank
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from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?" * Jesus said to her, "Every one who drinks of this water shall thirst again,
* but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; the water that I shall give him shall become in
him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." * The woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst,
nor come here to draw." * Jesus said to her, "Go, call thy husband, and come here." * The woman answered Him, "I have
no husband." Jesus said to her, "Thou art right in saying, 'l have no husband'; * for thou hast had five husbands, and he
whom thou now hast is not thy husband; this thou saidst truly." * The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that Thou art
a prophet. * Our fathers worshiped on this mountain; and you say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to
worship." * Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem
shall you worship the Father. * You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. * But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such
the Father seeks to worship Him. * God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." * The
woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming (He Who is called Christ); when He comes, He will show us all
things." * Jesus said to her, "I Who speak to thee am He." * Just then His disciples came. They marveled that He was
talking with a woman, but none said, "What dost Thou wish?" or, "Why art Thou talking with her?" * So the woman left
her water jar, and went away into the city, and said to the people, * "Come, see a Man Who told me all that I ever did.
Can this be the Christ?" * They went out of the city and were coming to Him. * Meanwhile the disciples besought Him,
saying, "Rabbi, eat." * But He said to them, "I have food to eat of which you do not know." * So the disciples said to one
another, "Has any one brought Him food?" * Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him Who sent me, and to
accomplish His work. * Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? I tell you, lift up your eyes,
and see how the fields are already white for harvest. * He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so
that sower and reaper may rejoice together. * For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.' * I sent you
to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into their labor." * Many Samaritans
from that city believed in Him because of the woman's testimony, "He told me all that I ever did." * So when the
Samaritans came to Him, they asked Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days. * And many more believed
because of His word. * They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of thy words that we believe, for we have heard
for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of the world."

Acts 11:22 Barnabas Sent to Antioch THAT THE GOSPEL MAY SPREAD. ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM: “News of this came to
the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.” When such a great city was receiving the word,
why did they not go themselves? Because of the Jews. But they sent Barnabas. Only it was no small part, and so it was
providentially arranged for Paul to go there as well. It was both natural and providential that they turned him [toward
Antioch] and that he was not shut up in Jerusalem, that voice of the gospel, that trumpet of heaven. Do you see how on
all occasions Christ uses their faults to serve a need for the benefit of the church? HOMILIES ON THE ACTS OF THE
APOSTLES 25.

Acts 11:24 A Good Man GREAT GRACE THROUGH SMALL MEANS. ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM: The more insignificant they
were, the brighter the grace working great results by small means. “And he exhorted them all to remain faithful to the
Lord, for he was a good man.” I think by “good” here he means a kind, unaffected person, very much eager for the
salvation of his neighbors. “For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith.” “With steadfast purpose,” he
says. With encomium and praise, for, like rich land, this city received the word and brought forth much fruit. HOMILIES
ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 25. Martin, F., & Smith, E., eds. (2006). Acts (p. 147). InterVarsity Press.

JOHN 4:24 GOD IS SPIRIT THE SPIRIT IS A BEING, NOT WIND. ST DIDYMUS THE BLIND: Since God cannot be seen, his
incorporeal nature follows directly on his invisibility. For if God is unseen, then he must be incorporeal. And if this is
the case, then the Spirit spoken of here cannot be air that has been set in motion. For among people a body reveals its
spirit; however, we cannot say the same about God. Just as the Light spoken of here is not a physical light, but an
intellectual light since it illuminates the mind, not the face, and just as he who is called Love is not a disposition but
rather a Being who loves what he has made and takes care of it, so he does not address the Spirit as a blast of wind, but
rather presents him as an incorporeal and life-giving Being. Everyone who has learned that “God is spirit” worships him
spiritually “in spirit and truth” and no longer worships the God of all under the shadows of types. He makes a distinction
between the letter and the spirit and distinguishes between the type and the truth. The letter and the type were useful for
a time, but when the truth came, that is, when Christ arrived, all these things came to an end. FRAGMENTS ON JOHN 3.
Elowsky, J. C., ed. (2006). John 1—10 (pp. 160-161). InterVarsity Press.
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Announcements - Upcoming Parish &

Diocesan Events Church Attendance
Silent Prayers and Confession: Every Wednesday 11:00AM - 1:30PM or you can make an appt for
confession.

Remember that at the Great Entrance after each petition the priest will say “may the Lord God
remember thee in His Kingdom...... ,” the people should respond with “Amen.” And at the end of the petitions, the
priest will raise the chalice and say “You and all Orthodox Christians, may the Lord God remember thee in His
Kingdom...... the people respond with “And to thy Holy Priesthood (Episcopacy), may the Lord God remember thee in
His Kingdom always now and ever unto ages of ages.” This is dialogue, a prayer if you will, between the concelebrant
and the people.

Choir practice: Saturday's (@ 4pm prior to vespers. If you would like to sing in the choir please make every effort to be
at the practice.

WISH LIST! Please consider purchasing from our wish list as this will reduce our cost of expenses and will allow us to
increase and focus our giving in other vital areas needed. Currently we are looking for small wooden boxes that we can
dedicate at reliquaries.  https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist

St. Michael's Greeters Ministry “/ was a stranger, and you welcomed me.”” Matthew 25:35 Our objective is to welcome
visitors to the Parish, help them "feel at home" during the worship service, provide them with information about
Orthodoxy and the Parish, invite them to Parish activities, introduce them to people of like interests, invite them back,
follow-up to thank them for visiting us, and identifying whether we can help them in the future. Most people leave a
church once they enter because no one greeted them. Please sign up to greet people.

STOMC Mens Group! New details coming!

Please sign up for coffee hour! There are sign up sheets downstairs by the offering basket. Also, please donate at coffee
hour. Donate what you would spend on a cup of coffee. This is to replenish our plastic wear and supplies for coffee
hour.

SPONSORS - An appeal for sponsors for our relics. We need wooden boxes donated, reliquaries purchased and
donations to pay for the cost to put the icon of the saint in the lid of the box. We are estimating $300 to complete one
reliquary/box. If you would like to sponsor your saint and we have that relic; please let us know. There is a sign up sheet
in the Narthex. We have one donor already.

PROSPHORA - I am requesting the families who bake prosphora to come speak to me at coffee hour. I would like to
get a rotation between the families and assign Sundays.

BBQ Chicken Dinner - Tammy and Sandy have reported that we sold $3,350 in chicken dinners. Our cost for the
dinners was $1400 paid to Angelo and we profited $1950. We had an increase in sales from the previous year. Thank
you to all who came out and helped with this.
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Kid'e cormerlll

Christ is risen!
Hi kids! Judah here! We just remembered the healing of the lame man last week! Imagine if you had not been
able to walk for years and years and then a man who you don't know came and healed you and BOOM! You can
walk! Pretty cool, right? TRIVIA! - What do we celebrate on September 8th (besides my birthday)? FUN
FACT! In the Paschal Season, if you listen carefully, you'll hear that a lot of the hymns are different from
what we usually sing and say! If you guessed that the answer to the question is the Nativity of the
Theotokos, you would be right!

See you hext timel -Judah Hart

Reflection on the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman
Christ is risen! Indeed he 1s risen!

When we hear that the Samaritan woman had five husbands, and that the one she has now is not her husband,
we may be shocked at her apparently-tumultuous personal life. Without denying the literal sense of the text,
however, there is more to our Lord’s words of accusation. The five husbands represent the five books of Moses,
the Pentateuch, to which the Samaritans, who are descended from the Jews left behind at the time of the exile,
once adhered.

The one who is not a husband, then, is the admixture of false belief and practice that entered Samaritan culture
when their Hebrew ancestors intermingled with Gentile settlers. The Lord, however, tells the woman that he is
beyond this dichotomy of Judaism versus Samaritanism. “Neither on this mountain or in Jerusalem,” he says:
neither orthodox Judaism or Samaritan syncretism are adequate to the “worship in spirit and truth” that Christ
has come to introduce to the world.

Orthodoxy is no longer to be defined by place or by blood, but by the presence of the Spirit and by witness to
the truth, both of which are expressed, first and foremost, in worship: pravoslavie, correct glorification. Thus,
as the fathers in the first days once wandered the lands, building shrines to the Lord as they went, so do Orthodox
Christians sojourn throughout space and time, erecting temples to the glory of God throughout the world even
as we look beyond this world, to our true homeland, which is nowhere on earth, and our true lineage, which is
spiritual descent from Christ himself, the New Adam.

Reflections in Christ
by Metropolitan Tikhon



