
 

From The Ambvon  
ST MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH  

512 Winter St., OLD FORGE, PA 

Phone: 570-457-3703   
Web: www.stmichaelof.org  Facebook: stmichaelof1891PA    

Priest Michael Shepherd (frmichael@stmichaelof.org)   

Chair - Tammy Wytovich (chair@stmichaelof.org)    

Vice Chair - Danny Pregmon (vicechair@stmichaelof.org)    

Secretary - Vitaliy Rakovsky (office@stmichaelof.org)  

Treasurer - Joseph Hart (treasurer@stmichaelof.org)     

 
July 12th, 2026 6th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 5. Venerable Paisios of the Holy Mountain.  

Martyrs Proclus and Hilary of Ancyra (2nd c.). Ven. Michael Maleinos (962). Martyrs Theodore and his son, John, of 

Kiev (983). Ven. Arseny of Novgorod, Fool-for-Christ (1570). Ven. Simon, Abbot of Volomsk (1641). Martyr 

Golinduc (in Baptism Mary), of Persia (591). Ven. John (998) and Gabriel, of the Holy Mountain (Georgian). Icon of 

the Mother of God, “THE THREE HANDS.” (8th c.). Saint Serapion the New (3rd c.).  
 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, & Service Schedule for July
Birthdays: Roman Wytovich (7/5); Tammy 

Vrabel (7/10); Mia Keklak (7/14); Sandy 

Pregmon (7/11); David Barsigian (7/16); 

Silas Hart (7/17); Vitaliy Rakovsky (7/20); 

Maria Rakovsky (7/26) 

Nameday: Euphemia Keklak (7/11); Patricia Jones (St 

Paraskeva of Rome 7/26) 

Baptism:  

Anniversary: Maria & Vitaliy Rakovsky (7/4) 

Travelers:  

 

Prosphora Schedule: PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE 

HELP! We need families to start baking prosphora at 

home. Please sign up.  The Church has a prosphora kit 

if you would like to borrow it.  THE CHURCH NEEDS 

YOUR HELP.  THIS IS AN OFFERING FOR THE 

PEOPLE BY THE PEOPLE.  Thank you to Maria 

Polzella  for the offering this morning.   

July 5    July 19 

July 12    July 26 

 

Counting: HELP!  Please sign up and count our 

donations.  Please stay and help. Thank you David for 

assisting today.   

July 5    July 19 

July 12    July 26 

 

Reader’s Schedule    

 July 5 Uriel/Emilia H.  July 19 Silas/Uriel 

July 12 Michael/Joseph July 26 Blaise 

 

AGAPE Meal Plan - Please sign up downstairs 

July 5 Cold Cuts  July 19 

July 12    July 26 

 

Coffee Hour/Agape Meal: Please stay and join us for a 

cup of coffee so we may break bread with each other.  

This will allow us to get to know each other and see how 

we can help each other.   

 

SAT, July 18th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

SUN, July 19th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

7th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6. 

Fathers of the 1st Six Ecumenical Councils. 

Blessing of Vehicles 

 

Vladyka Mark’s Episcopal Visit 

SAT, July 25th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

Parish Council will go to dinner with His Eminence 

after Vespers 

SUN, July 26th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

8th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 7. 

Repose of St. Jacob (Netsvetov), Enlightener of the 

Peoples of Alaska 
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DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the 

ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 

Christians who have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting, and a recent (monthly) confession. If you have questions 

please ask Fr Michael!  Visitors, if you did not introduce yourself to Fr Michael at Vespers, please refrain from Holy 

Communion.   

 

PLEASE SING ALONG! Singing the hymns and responses to the litanies throughout the services is encouraged! 

Parish Prayer List 

NEWLY DEPARTED: Walter Pritchyk (6/18) 

DEPARTED: Tom Krenitsky (7/6); John Sokol (7/7); 

Stella (Minnick) Krenitsky (7/12); Michael Peregrim 

Sr. (7/08); David Manini (7/14); William Keslosky 

(7/15); Justine (Tinchey) Ludwig (7/19); Steve Serniak 

(7/20); Helen Elko (7/22); Genevieve Barile (7/31) 

 

Please remember in your prayers LIVING:  

Ill-afflicted Archpriest(s) John Nightingale, & Theodore 

Orzolek 

 

All those caring for the sick and suffering at this time 

throughout the world, especially our families and 

friends: Edward Sevensky, Margaret Pregmon, Daniel 

Jones, Michael Sokol, Michael Krenitsky, Bernie Elko, 

Nadia Macheska, The child of God Abigail and the child 

of God Danielle,, Helen Wytovich, Marie Pasternak, Eli 

& Paula Stavisky, Marie Pozella, Hannah Conover 

 

Servants of God: Mark Bezhuly, David & Kathy 

Barsigian, Alexa Barsigian & Bobby Wolfel, Patricia 

Jones, Anne Buday, Emily Krenitsky, Gregory 

Krenitsky, Barbara Sevensky, Beverly Elko, Nicole 

Earl, Anna Tyrpak, Sandy & Danny Pregmon, Marie 

Pritchyk, Michael & Euphemia Keklak, Justin & 

Elisabeth Kane, Maria & Vitaliy Rakovsky, Ekaterina & 

Anna, George, Natasha, Rosa, & Lucia Coyoy, Mat. 

Emilia, Reader Blaise, Maximus, Rodion, Savina 

Shepherd, Joseph, Emilia, Judah, Nadezda, & Silas Hart, 

Tammy Wytovich, Paulette Ezbiansky, Uriel Vo & 

Maura Elko, Mary Krevko, Elisabeth, Jacob, & Juliette 

Halford, Tammy, Justin, Niko, & Katya Williams, Paul 

Dunay, Anastasia, Sophia, & Luke, Darlene Shaffer, 

Sophia, & Anastasia Polzella, David Jadick, Sandra 

Condone, Timothy & Holly Granville, Maxim Granville, 

Christopher Yeisley, and Gabriel, Mother Katherine, 

Diane,  

Catechumens: Marley, Tulia, & Magnolia Connolly, 

Neva Yeisely, Zachary Nikl,  

 

Seekers: Vincent Bonello, Rebecca Burns, Ken Nikl, 

Mitch, Christina, & James  

 
Treasury “... but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 

break in and steal.” Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

How Much is my tithe 

 
Weekly  2% 4% 5% 10% 

$200 $4 $8 $10 $20 

$500 $10 $20 $25 $50 

$750 $15 $30 $37 $75 

$1000 $20 $40 $50 $100 

$1500 $30 $60 $75 $150 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY GIVING UPDATE: We thank you for your 

continued giving in gratitude for all that our loving God does 

for each of us, for His Holy Church, and all the blessings we 

receive through her. 

JULY Income: $2,335.00 

JULY  Expenses: $2,802.45 

Weekly Cost to Keep the Church Open:  $3,740.85 

Monthly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $14,963.58 



 

Words of Wisdom         Today Readings  

From the Saints & Teachers     Epistles: (110) Romans 12:6-14 

Gospels: (29) Matthew 9:1-8 

 

EPISTLE 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Priest: Peace be unto all! 

Reader: And to thy spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 5th Tone, a Psalm of David: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this 

generation forever. 

Choir: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this generation forever. 

Reader: Save me, O Lord, for there is no longer any that is godly. 

Choir: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us and preserve us from this generation forever. 

Reader: Thou, O Lord, shalt protect us 

Choir:  and preserve us from this generation forever. 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Romans. 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

 

[(110) Romans 12:6-14] Brethren: Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, 

in proportion to our faith; * if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; * he who exhorts, in his exhortation; 

he who contributes, in liberality; he who gives aid, with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. * Let love 

be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; * love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in 

showing honor. * Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, serve the Lord. * Rejoice in your hope, be patient in 

tribulation, be constant in prayer. * Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality. * Bless those who persecute 

you; bless and do not curse them. 

 

Priest: Peace be unto thee, Reader. 

Reader: And to thy spirit. 

 

ALLELUIA 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Alleluia in the 5th Tone: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Reader: I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Thy truth from generation to 

generation. 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Reader:  For Thou hast said:  Mercy shall be established forever; Thy truth shall be prepared in the heavens. 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

GOSPELS 

[(29) Matthew 9:1-8] At that time, Jesus got into a boat, and crossed over and came to His own city. * And behold, they 

brought to Him a paralytic, lying on his bed; and when Jesus saw their faith He said to the paralytic, "Take heart, My 

son; thy sins are forgiven." * And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, "This man is blaspheming." * But Jesus, 

knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do ye think evil in your hearts? * For which is easier, to say, 'Thy sins are forgiven,' 

or to say, 'Rise and walk'? * But that ye may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins" -- He then 

said to the paralytic -- "Rise, take up thy bed and go home." * And he rose and went home. * When the crowds saw it, 

they were afraid, and they glorified God, who had given such authority to men. 

 

 



 

Romans 12:7 Service and Teaching St John CHRYSOSTOM: The word service is comprehensive, covering everything 

from the apostleship itself to any spiritual function. It is indeed the name of a particular office [viz., the diaconate], but 

here it is used in a general sense. HOMILIES ON ROMANS 21. Bray, G., ed. (1998). Romans (Revised) (p. 301). InterVarsity 

Press. 

Matthew 9:3–4 The Scribes Doubt Jesus KNOWING THEIR THOUGHTS. St John CHRYSOSTOM: Only God could know 

what is in another’s mind. That Jesus has this knowledge is attested from many evidences. Jesus shows here that he is 

truly God and equal to the One by whom he is begotten. He does this by revealing and making clear to them what they 

were thinking. Indeed, some were debating within themselves the very issue of whether Jesus is nothing less than God. 

But because they were afraid of the crowd, they did not dare to bring their opinion out into the open. He revealed their 

thoughts while showing great restraint when he said, “Why do you ponder evil thoughts in your hearts?” 

And surely if there was any cause to be annoyed it would have been felt by the suffering paralytic, because it seemed 

that he had been almost completely bypassed. Imagine him complaining, as if he were thinking: “I came to receive 

healing, but now you are talking about my sins being forgiven. How do you know this? Why do you change the subject?” 

But in fact the paralytic now says nothing of the sort. Rather, he gives himself over to the authority of the One who heals. 

 

But those who are malicious and all too full of themselves are always plotting against the good works of others. 

Therefore he chides them but does so in all fairness, as if to say, “For if you disbelieved in my first statement and thought 

that it was boasting, consider that I am adding something else to it: the revelation of your secrets.” THE GOSPEL OF 

MATTHEW, HOMILY 29.2. Simonetti, M., ed. (2001). Matthew 1–13 (p. 174). InterVarsity Press. 

 

 
 

Announcements - Upcoming Parish &  

Diocesan Events Church Attendance 

Silent Prayers and Confession: Every Wednesday 11:00AM - 1:30PM or you can make an appt   for 

confession. 

 

Remember that at the Great Entrance after each petition the priest will say “may the Lord God 

remember thee in His Kingdom……,” the people should respond with “Amen.” And at the end of the petitions, the 

priest will raise the chalice and say “You and all Orthodox Christians, may the Lord God remember thee in His 

Kingdom…… the people respond with “And to thy Holy Priesthood (Episcopacy), may the Lord God remember thee in 

His Kingdom always now and ever unto ages of ages.” This is dialogue, a prayer if you will, between the concelebrant 

and the people.  

 

Speaking the Episcopacy! Vladyka Mark will be here on the last Sunday of July.  Please spread the word so we are all 

here early to greet our Archpastor.   

 

Choir practice: July 18th 4:00PM 

 

Parish Council Meeting: Today! All are invited.  Next meeting is August 2nd after Liturgy  
 

WISH LIST! Please consider purchasing from our wish list as this will reduce our cost of expenses and will allow us to 

increase and focus our giving in other vital areas needed. Currently we are looking for small wooden boxes that we can 

dedicate at reliquaries.      https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist 

 

St. Michael's Greeters Ministry “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35 Our objective is to welcome 

visitors to the Parish, help them "feel at home" during the worship service, provide them with information about 

Orthodoxy and the Parish, invite them to Parish activities, introduce them to people of like interests, invite them back, 

follow-up to thank them for visiting us, and identifying whether we can help them in the future.  Most people leave a 

church once they enter because no one greeted them.  Please sign up to greet people.    

https://ref.ly/res/LLS:ACCSREVNT06REV/2019-04-16T22:02:18Z/1083576?len=1830
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:ACCSREVNT06REV/2019-04-16T22:02:18Z/1083576?len=1830
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:ACCSREVNT01A/2018-08-29T20:08:57Z/699323?len=2081
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:ACCSREVNT01A/2018-08-29T20:08:57Z/699323?len=2081
https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist


 

Please sign up for coffee hour! There are sign up sheets downstairs by the offering basket.  Also, please donate at coffee 

hour.  Donate what you would spend on a cup of coffee.  This is to replenish our plastic wear and supplies for coffee 

hour.      

 

SPONSORS - An appeal for sponsors for our relics.  We need wooden boxes donated, reliquaries purchased and 

donations to pay for the cost to put the icon of the saint in the lid of the box.  We are estimating $300 to complete one 

reliquary/box.  If you would like to sponsor your saint and we have that relic; please let us know.  There is a sign up sheet 

in the Narthex.  We have one donor already.   

 
 

  KID'S CORNER!!! 
  

  Hi Kids! Silas here! Did you know that God still works miracles today? And he uses some of His Saints to do them! 

  

There's an icon of the Theotokas that flows myrrh to this day! And  there's an icon of Saint Anna that God uses to work 

miracles too! 

  

And guess what? A miracle happens every week at Liturgy when the bread and wine are turned into the body and blood 

of Jesus Christ! 

  

If you pay attention in your day maybe you'll see and/or experience a miracle in your everyday life! 

  

Cool, right? 

  

JOKE OF THE DAY: What's a candle's favorite tool? A weed wicker. 

  

That's all for now, until next time, bye kids; and remember: Christ is in our midst.  
 


