
 

From The Ambvon  
ST MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH  

512 Winter St., OLD FORGE, PA 

Phone: 570-457-3703   
Web: www.stmichaelof.org  Facebook: stmichaelof1891PA    

Priest Michael Shepherd (frmichael@stmichaelof.org)   

Chair - Tammy Wytovich (chair@stmichaelof.org)    

Vice Chair - Danny Pregmon (vicechair@stmichaelof.org)    

Secretary - Vitaliy Rakovsky (office@stmichaelof.org)  

Treasurer - Joseph Hart (treasurer@stmichaelof.org)     

 
August 9th, 2026 10th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 1. Afterfeast of the Transfiguration. 

Glorification of Ven. Herman of Alaska, Wonderworker of All America (1970).  

Hieromartyr Euthymios of Rhodes (16th c.). Apostle Matthias (ca. 63). Martyr Anthony of Alexandria. Ven. Psoï of 

Egypt (4th c.). Martyrs Julian, Marcian, John, James, Alexius, Demetrius, Photius (Phocas), Peter, Leontius, and Mary, 

of Constantinople (730). 

 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, & Service Schedule for August
Birthdays: Magnolia Connolly (8/4); Tulia Connolly 

(8/6); Savina Shepherd (8/5); Jason Hart (8/8); Zacharia 

Nikl (8/11); Fr Michael Shepherd (8/18); Justin Kane 

(8/21) 

Nameday:  

Baptism: Michael & Euphemia Keklak (8/7) 

Anniversary:  

Travelers: Reader Joseph, Emily, Judah, Nadezdha, 

Silas 

 

Prosphora Schedule: PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE 

HELP! We need families to start baking prosphora at 

home. Please sign up.  The Church has a prosphora kit 

if you would like to borrow it.  THE CHURCH NEEDS 

YOUR HELP.  THIS IS AN OFFERING FOR THE 

PEOPLE BY THE PEOPLE.  

Aug 2 Shepherds  Aug 16 Vanessa Polzella 

Aug 9    Aug 23 

 

Counting: HELP!  Please sign up and count our 

donations.  Please stay and help. Thank you David for 

assisting today.   

Aug 2    Aug 16 

Aug 9 Zachary Nikl  Aug 23 

 

Reader’s Schedule     

Aug 2 Joseph/Silas  Aug 9 Michael/Blaise 

Aug 16 Blaise/Daniel  Aug 23 Silas/Blaise 

 

AGAPE Meal Plan - Please sign up downstairs 

Aug 2    Aug 16  

Aug 9 Beans & Rice  Aug 23 

 

FRI, Aug 14th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers w/Lytia 

SAT, Aug 15th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

The Dormition (“Falling Asleep”) of our Most Holy 

Lady, Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary. 

 

SAT, Aug 15th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

SUN, Aug 16th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

11th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 2. 

Afterfeast of the Dormition. Translation of the Image 

“Not-made-by-hands” of our Lord Jesus Christ from 

Edessa to Constantinople (944). 

 

SAT, Aug 22nd: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

SUN, Aug 23rd: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3. 

Leavetaking of the Dormition.  

 

SAT, Aug 29th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

SUN, Aug 30th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 4. 

Translation of the Relics of Rt. Blv. Great Prince St. 

Alexander Nevsky 

 

SAT, Sep 5th: 3:00 PM Baptism of Marley, Tulia, & 

Magnolia 

5:00 PM Great Vespers 

SUN, Aug 30th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

14th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 5. 

Commemoration of the Miracle of the Archangel 

Michael at Colossæ.  

mailto:frmichael@stmichaelof.org
mailto:chair@stmichaelof.org
mailto:vicechair@stmichaelof.org
mailto:office@stmichaelof.org
mailto:treasurer@stmichaelof.org


 

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the 

ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 

Christians who have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting, and a recent (monthly) confession. If you have questions 

please ask Fr Michael!  Visitors, if you did not introduce yourself to Fr Michael at Vespers, please refrain from Holy 

Communion.   

 

PLEASE SING ALONG! Singing the hymns and responses to the litanies throughout the services is encouraged! 

Parish Prayer List 

NEWLY DEPARTED: Robert; Robert; Helen; 

Melissa; Walter Pritchyk (6/18); Margaret Pregmon 

(7/22) 

 

DEPARTED:  Matushka Karen Mahaffey (8/8); 

Barbara Pecuch (8/9); Alex Dokhnenko(8/11); 

Patricia Chesniak (8/15); 
 

Please remember in your prayers LIVING:  

Ill-afflicted Archpriest(s) John Nightingale, & Theodore 

Orzolek 

 

All those caring for the sick and suffering at this time 

throughout the world, especially our families and 

friends: Daniel Jones, Michael Sokol, Michael 

Krenitsky, Bernie Elko, Nadia Macheska, The child of 

God Abigail and Danielle, Helen Wytovich, Marie 

Pasternak, Eli & Paula Stavisky, Marie Pozella, Hannah 

Conover, Donna Hart, Lori, 

 

Servants of God: Edward Sevensky, Wayne Hart, Mark 

Bezhuly, David & Kathy Barsigian, Alexa Barsigian & 

Bobby Wolfel, Patricia Jones, Anne Buday, Emily 

Krenitsky, Gregory Krenitsky, Barbara Sevensky, 

Beverly Elko, Nicole Earl, Anna Tyrpak, Sandy & Danny 

Pregmon, Marie Pritchyk, Michael & Euphemia Keklak, 

Justin & Elisabeth Kane, Maria & Vitaliy Rakovsky, 

Ekaterina & Anna, George, Natasha, Rosa, & Lucia 

Coyoy, Mat. Emilia, Reader Blaise, Maximus, Rodion, 

Savina Shepherd, Reader Joseph, Emilia, Judah, 

Nadezda, & Silas Hart, Tammy Wytovich, Paulette 

Ezbiansky, Uriel Vo & Maura Elko & Gabriel, Mary 

Krevko, Elisabeth, Jacob, & Juliette Halford, Tammy, 

Justin, Niko, & Katya Williams, Paul Dunay, Anastasia, 

Sophia, & Luke, Darlene Shaffer, Sophia, & Anastasia 

Polzella, David Jadick, Sandra Condone, Timothy & 

Holly Granville, Maxim Granville, Christopher Yeisley, 

Mother Katherine, Diane, Elena, Simeon, Isaac, Vincent 

Bonello,  

 

Catechumens: Marley, Tulia, & Magnolia Connolly, 

Zachary Nikl, Mitch, Christina, & James Kielton  

 

Seekers: Rebecca Burns, Ken Nikl,  

 

Treasury “... but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal.” Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

How Much is my tithe 

 
Weekly  2% 4% 5% 10% 

$200 $4 $8 $10 $20 

$500 $10 $20 $25 $50 

$750 $15 $30 $37 $75 

$1000 $20 $40 $50 $100 

$1500 $30 $60 $75 $150 

WEEKLY GIVING UPDATE: We thank you for your 

continued giving in gratitude for all that our loving God does 

for each of us, for His Holy Church, and all the blessings we 

receive through her. 

AUG Income: $1,583.45 

AUG Expenses: $2,987.50 

Weekly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $3,740.85 

Monthly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $14,963.58 



 

Words of Wisdom         Today Readings  

From the Saints & Teachers   Epistles: (131) 1 Corinthians 4:9-16 

(181) 2 Corinthians 6:1-10 (Venerable One) 

Gospels: (72) Matthew 17:14-23 

(37) Matthew 10:23-31 (Venerable One) 

EPISTLE 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

Priest: Peace be unto all! 

Reader: And to thy spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 1st Tone, a Psalm of David: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we have set our 

hope on Thee. 

Choir: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we have set our hope on Thee. 

Reader: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous; praise befits the just. 

Choir: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we have set our hope on Thee. 

Reader: In the 4th Tone: He shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday. 

Choir: He shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy judgment as the noonday. 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The reading from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians. 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

[(131) 1 Corinthians 4:9-16] Brethren: I think that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced to 

death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. * We are fools for Christ's sake, but you 

are wise in Christ.  We are weak, but you are strong.  You are held in honor, but we in disrepute. * To the present hour 

we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and buffeted and homeless, * and we labor, working with our own hands.  When 

reviled, we bless; when persecuted, we endure; * when slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become, and are now, as 

the refuse of the world, the offscouring of all things. * I do not write this to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as 

my beloved children. * For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers.  For I became 

your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. * I urge you, then, be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. 

[(181) 2 Corinthians 6:1-10] Brethren: Working together with Him, we entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain. 

* For He says, "At the acceptable time I have listened to you, and helped you on the day of salvation."  Behold, now is 

the acceptable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. * We put no obstacle in any one's way, so that no fault may be 

found with our ministry, * but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: through great endurance, in 

afflictions, hardships, calamities, * beatings, imprisonments, tumults, labors, keeping vigils, fasting; * by purity, 

knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love, * truthful speech, and the power of God; with the 

weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; * in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute.  We 

are treated as impostors, and yet are true; * as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold we live; as punished, 

and yet not killed; * as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 

possessing everything. 

Priest: Peace be unto thee, Reader. 

Reader: And to thy spirit. 

 

ALLELUIA 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Alleluia in the 1st Tone: God gives vengeance to me, and subdues people under me! 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Reader: He magnifies the salvation of the King and deals mercifully with David, His anointed, and his seed forever. 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Reader: In the 8th Tone: Thy law is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my paths. 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

 



 

GOSPELS 

[(72) Matthew 17:14-23] At that time, a man came up to Jesus and kneeling before Him said, * "Lord, have mercy on 

my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly; for often he falls into the fire, and often into the water. * And I 

brought him to Thy disciples, and they could not heal him." * And Jesus answered, "O faithless and perverse generation, 

how long am I to be with you?  How long am I to bear with you?  Bring him here to me." * And Jesus rebuked him, and 

the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured instantly. * Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, "Why 

could we not cast it out?" * He said to them, "Because of your little faith.  For truly, I say to you, if you have faith as a 

grain of mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it shall move; and nothing shall be 

impossible to you. * But this kind never comes out except by prayer and fasting." * As they abode in Galilee, Jesus said 

to them, "The Son of man is to be delivered into the hands of men, * and they shall kill Him, and He shall be raised on 

the third day." 

 

[(37) Matthew 10:23-31] The Lord said to His disciples: "When they persecute you in one town, flee to the next; for 

truly, I say to you, ye shall not have gone through all the towns of Israel, before the Son of man comes. * A disciple is 

not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master; * it is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the 

servant like his master.  If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they malign those 

of his household. * So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered that shall not be revealed, or hidden that shall not be 

known. * What I tell you in the dark, utter in the light; and what ye hear whispered, proclaim upon the housetops. * 

And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in 

hell. * Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?  And not one of them shall fall to the ground without your Father's will. 

* But even the hairs of your head are all numbered. * Fear not, therefore; ye are of more value than many sparrows." 

Corinthians 6:1 Working Together with God HASTENING TO PLEASE GOD. St John CHRYSOSTOM: Paul is telling 

his hearers that they must not relax just because God has sought them out and sent them as ambassadors. On the contrary, 

for that very reason we should hasten to please him and reap our spiritual blessings. Homilies on the Epistles of Paul to 

the Corinthians 12.1. 

VARIED DANGERS. St BASIL THE GREAT: That man, indeed, is in danger who does not throughout his whole life place 

before himself the will of God as his goal, so that in health he shows forth the labor of love by his zeal for the works of 

the Lord and in sickness displays endurance and cheerful patience. The first and greatest peril is that by not doing the 

will of God, he separates himself from the Lord and cuts himself off from fellowship with his own brothers; secondly, 

that he ventures, although undeserving, to claim a share in the blessings prepared for those who are worthy. Here also 

we must remember the words of the apostle: “And we helping do exhort you that you receive not the grace of God in 

vain.” And they who are called to be brothers of the Lord should not receive in a wanton spirit so great a divine grace 

nor fall from so high a dignity through negligence in doing the will of God but rather obey the same apostle, saying: “I, 

a prisoner in the Lord, beseech you that you walk worthy of the vocation in which you are called.”. THE LONG RULES 

34. Bray, G. L., ed. (1999). 1–2 Corinthians (p. 254). InterVarsity Press. 

Matthew 10:25 The Servant Like the Master CALLING THE MASTER BEELZEBUL. St John CHRYSOSTOM: 

What Christ is saying to the faithful is, I am now already sharing with you the same stigma you are presently suffering. 

That is sufficient for your encouragement. I, your Master and Lord, have felt the same grief you now feel. And if that 

distresses you further, remember this: that even from this foreboding you will soon be freed. For why do you now 

grieve? Are you troubled that someone is calling you a deceiver or a liar? So what? Wait a little while. In time you will 

be seen as benefactors of the world and champions of faith. For time reveals whatever is concealed. Time will refute 

their false accusations and make your good intent known. For as historic events unfold, a larger design will be 

recognized. Everyone will finally grasp the real state of the case and not merely the frail words used to describe it. 

Then your adversaries will be revealed as false accusers, liars and slanderers. With time lengthening to reveal and 

proclaim your innocence, you will shine brighter than the sun. Your voice will in time be heard more clearly than a 

trumpet. Your good intent will be attested by all. So do not let what is now being said demoralize you. Rather, let the 

hope of the good things to come raise you up. For the true story of your testimony cannot be suppressed forever. THE 

GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, HOMILY 34.1. Simonetti, M., ed. (2001). Matthew 1–13 (pp. 203–204). InterVarsity Press. 
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Announcements - Upcoming Parish &  

Diocesan Events Church Attendance 

Silent Prayers and Confession: Every Wednesday 11:00AM - 1:30PM or you can make an appt   for 

confession. 

 

Remember that at the Great Entrance after each petition the priest will say “may the Lord God 

remember thee in His Kingdom……,” the people should respond with “Amen.” And at the end of the petitions, the 

priest will raise the chalice and say “You and all Orthodox Christians, may the Lord God remember thee in His 

Kingdom…… the people respond with “And to thy Holy Priesthood (Episcopacy), may the Lord God remember thee in 

His Kingdom always now and ever unto ages of ages.” This is dialogue, a prayer if you will, between the concelebrant 

and the people.  

 

Choir practice: Aug 23rd at 4:00PM 

 

Coffee Hour/Agape Meal: Please stay and join us for a cup of coffee so we may break bread with each other.   
 

Parish Council Meeting: Today after Liturgy.  Thank you to those who came to the last meeting.  Remember, 

All are invited! Next one is Sept 6th 

 
WISH LIST! Please consider purchasing from our wish list as this will reduce our costs and will allow us to increase 

and focus our giving in other vital areas needed. Currently we are looking for small wooden boxes that we can dedicate 

at reliquaries.      https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist 

 

St. Michael's Greeters Ministry “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35 Our objective is to welcome 

visitors to the Parish, help them "feel at home" during the worship service, provide them with information about 

Orthodoxy and the Parish, invite them to Parish activities, introduce them to people of like interests, invite them back, 

follow-up to thank them for visiting us, and identifying whether we can help them in the future.  Most people leave a 

church once they enter because no one greeted them.  Please sign up to greet people.  This also extends to calling our 

shut ins or those we haven’t seen in a while to let them know we have not forgotten them.    If you would like to call 

people let Fr Michael know.   

Please sign up for coffee hour! There are signup sheets downstairs by the offering basket.  Also, please donate at coffee 

hour.  Donate what you would spend on a cup of coffee.  This is to replenish our plastic wear and supplies for coffee 

hour.      

 

SPONSORS - An appeal for sponsors for our relics.  We need wooden boxes donated, reliquaries purchased and 

donations to pay for the cost to put the icon of the saint in the lid of the box.  We are estimating $300 to complete one 

reliquary/box.  If you would like to sponsor your saint and we have that relic; please let us know.  There is a signup sheet 

in the Narthex.  We have one donor already.    

 

Ok church ladies get together dates! Shores Sisters in Towanda on August 29th. Lunch and shopping. Exact time TBD. 

October 10th Fall branch at Emily Hart’s House - 11 am. 

 

St. Michael's Men's Night When: Tuesday, August 25th @ 7:00pm Where: Eagle’s Billiards 873 Scranton 

Carbondale Hwy, Dickson City, PA 18519 

When:  Thursday, October 15th @ 7:30pm Where:  Hart Home 307 1st St, Dalton, PA 18414 

Come on out for an evening of card games, fellowship, and camaraderie!  Please bring a snack or drink to share.  See you 

there! 

 

House blessing for the Shepherd’s new home will be in mid-late August.  TBD.  All are invited.   

 

If you would like to volunteer to assist in Sunday, School please see Matushka or Emily Hart. 

https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist

