
 

From The Ambvon  
ST MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH  

512 Winter St., OLD FORGE, PA 

Phone: 570-457-3703   
Web: www.stmichaelof.org  Facebook: stmichaelof1891PA    

Priest Michael Shepherd (frmichael@stmichaelof.org)   

Chair - Tammy Wytovich (chair@stmichaelof.org)    

Vice Chair - Danny Pregmon (vicechair@stmichaelof.org)    

Secretary - Vitaliy Rakovsky (office@stmichaelof.org)  

Treasurer - Joseph Hart (treasurer@stmichaelof.org)     

 
August 16th, 2026 11th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 2.  

Afterfeast of the Dormition. Translation of the Image “Not-made-by-hands” of our Lord Jesus Christ from 

Edessa to Constantinople (944). (Third “Feast of the Savior in August”). Holy Unmercenary Physician 

Diomedes (298). Ven. Cherimon (Chæremon) of Egypt (4th c.). The “FEODOROVSKAYA” Icon of the 

Mother of God (1239). 

 

Birthdays, Anniversaries, & Service Schedule for August
Birthdays: Magnolia Connolly (8/4); Tulia Connolly 

(8/6); Savina Shepherd (8/5); Jason Hart (8/8); Zacharia 

Nikl (8/11); Fr Michael Shepherd (8/18); Justin Kane 

(8/21) 

Name day:  

Baptism: Michael & Euphemia Keklak (8/7) 

Anniversary:  

Travelers: Reader Joseph, Emily, Judah, Nadezdha, 

Silas 

 

Prosphora Schedule: PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE 

HELP! We need families to start baking prosphora at 

home. Please sign up.  The Church has a prosphora kit 

if you would like to borrow it.  THE CHURCH NEEDS 

YOUR HELP.  THIS IS AN OFFERING FOR THE 

PEOPLE BY THE PEOPLE. Thank you, Vanessa.   

Aug 2 Shepherds  Aug 16 Vanessa Polzella 

Aug 9    Aug 23 

 

Counting: HELP!  Please sign up and count our 

donations.  Please stay and help. Thank you, David, for 

assisting today.   

Aug 2    Aug 16 

Aug 9 Zachary Nikl  Aug 23 

 

Reader’s Schedule    

 Aug 2 Joseph/Silas  Aug 9 

Michael/Blaise 

Aug 16 Blaise/Daniel  Aug 23 Silas/Blaise 

 

AGAPE Meal Plan - Please sign-up downstairs 

Aug 2    Aug 16  

Aug 9 Beans & Rice  Aug 23 

SAT, Aug 22nd: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

SUN, Aug 23rd: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

12th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 3.  

 

SAT, Aug 29th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

SUN, Aug 30th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

13th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 4. 

Translation of the Relics of Rt. Blvd. Great Prince St. 

Alexander Nevsky 

 

SAT, Sep 5th: 3:00 PM Baptism of Marley, Tulia, & 

Magnolia 

5:00 PM Great Vespers 

SUN, Aug 30th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

14th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 5. 

Commemoration of the Miracle of the Archangel 

Michael at Colossæ.  

 

MON, Sep 7th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

TUES, Sep 8th: 9:00 AM - Hours & DL 

The Nativity of Our Most Holy Lady, Theotokos and 

Ever-Virgin Mary. 

 

SAT, Sep 12th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

SUN, Sep 13th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 6. 

 

SUN, Sep 13th: 5:00 PM Great Vespers 

MON, Sep 14th: 9:10 AM - Hours & DL 

The Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Lifegiving 

Cross.
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DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. According to the 

ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be administered only to Orthodox 

Christians who have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting, and a recent (monthly) confession. If you have questions, 

please ask Fr Michael!  Visitors, if you did not introduce yourself to Fr Michael at Vespers, please refrain from Holy 

Communion.   

 

PLEASE SING ALONG! Singing the hymns and responses to the litanies throughout the services is encouraged! 

Parish Prayer List 

NEWLY DEPARTED: Robert; Robert; Helen; 

Melissa; Walter Pritchyk (6/18); Margaret Pregmon 

(7/22) 

 

DEPARTED:  Matushka Karen Mahaffey (8/8); 

Barbara Pecuch (8/9); Alex Dokhnenko(8/11); 

Patricia Chesniak (8/15); 
 

Please remember in your prayers LIVING:  

Ill-afflicted Archpriest(s) John Nightingale, & Theodore 

Orzolek 

 

All those caring for the sick and suffering at this time 

throughout the world, especially our families and 

friends: Daniel Jones, Michael Sokol, Michael 

Krenitsky, Bernie Elko, Nadia Macheska, The child of 

God Abigail and Danielle, Helen Wytovich, Marie 

Pasternak, Eli & Paula Stavisky, Marie Pozella, Hannah 

Conover, Donna Hart, Lori, 

 

Servants of God: Edward Sevensky, Wayne Hart, Mark 

Bezhuly, David & Kathy Barsigian, Alexa Barsigian & 

Bobby Wolfel, Patricia Jones, Anne Buday, Emily 

Krenitsky, Gregory Krenitsky, Barbara Sevensky, 

Beverly Elko, Nicole Earl, Anna Tyrpak, Sandy & Danny 

Pregmon, Marie Pritchyk, Michael & Euphemia Keklak, 

Justin & Elisabeth Kane, Maria & Vitaliy Rakovsky, 

Ekaterina & Anna, George, Natasha, Rosa, & Lucia 

Coyoy, Mat. Emilia, Reader Blaise, Maximus, Rodion, 

Savina Shepherd, Reader Joseph, Emilia, Judah, 

Nadezda, & Silas Hart, Tammy Wytovich, Paulette 

Ezbiansky, Uriel Vo & Maura Elko & Gabriel, Mary 

Krevko, Elisabeth, Jacob, & Juliette Halford, Tammy, 

Justin, Niko, & Katya Williams, Paul Dunay, Anastasia, 

Sophia, & Luke, Darlene Shaffer, Sophia, & Anastasia 

Polzella, David Jadick, Sandra Condone, Timothy & 

Holly Granville, Maxim Granville, Christopher Yeisley, 

Mother Katherine, Diane, Elena, Simeon, Isaac, Vincent 

Bonello,  

 

Catechumens: Marley, Tulia, & Magnolia Connolly, 

Zachary Nikl, Mitch, Christina, & James Kielton  

 

Seekers: Rebecca Burns, Ken Nikl,  

 

Treasury “... but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 
and where thieves do not break in and steal.” 

Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

How Much is my tithe 
Weekly  2% 4% 5% 10% 

$200 $4 $8 $10 $20 

$500 $10 $20 $25 $50 

$750 $15 $30 $37 $75 

$1000 $20 $40 $50 $100 

$1500 $30 $60 $75 $150 

WEEKLY GIVING UPDATE: We thank you for your 

continued giving in gratitude for all that our loving God does for 

each of us, for His Holy Church, and all the blessings we receive 

through her. 

AUG Income: $4,195.45 

AUG Expenses: $5,237.44 

Weekly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $3,740.85 

Monthly Cost to Keep the Church Open: $14,963.58 



 

Words of Wisdom         Today Readings  

From the Saints & Teachers   Epistles: (141) 1 Corinthians 9:2-12 

(250) Colossians 1:12-18 (Image) 

 

Gospels: (77) Matthew 18:23-35 

(48-ctr) Luke 9:51-56; 10:22-24 (Image) 

 

Corinthians 9:7 Serving as a Soldier 

A SOLDIER AGAINST THE DEMONIC. CHRYSOSTOM: The apostleship was much more dangerous than being a soldier. For 

their warfare was not just with men but with demons as well. The apostles were both soldiers and husbandmen and 

shepherds, not of the earth, nor of irrational animals, nor in such wars as are perceived by the senses, but of rational souls 

and in battle array with the demons. Homilies on the Epistles of Paul to the Corinthians 21.4. 

THE PROPRIETY OF RECEIVING SUPPORT. AUGUSTINE: The church has its own soldiers and its own provincial officers … 

its vineyard and its planters, its flock and its shepherds.… Thus some are rightly fed and clothed at the expense of the 

charitable rich. They accept nothing for their own necessities except from those who sell their goods. They are not to be 

judged and condemned by the more perfect members of Christ who furnish their own needs with their own hands—a 

higher virtue which the apostle strongly commends. They in turn ought not to condemn as Christians of lower grade those 

from whose resources they are supplied.… The servants of God who live by selling the honest works of their own hands 

could, with much less impropriety, condemn those from whom they receive nothing than could those others who are 

unable to work with their hands because of some bodily weakness yet who condemn the very ones at whose expense they 

live. LETTER 157, TO HILARIUS. Bray, G. L., ed. (1999). 1–2 Corinthians (p. 82). InterVarsity Press. 

Matthew 18:21–22 How Often Shall I Forgive? 

NO TIME FOR ANGER. HILARY OF POITIERS: When Peter asked him whether he should forgive his brother sinning against 

him up to seven times, the Lord replied, “Not up to seven times but up to seventy times seven times.” In every way he 

teaches us to be like him in humility and goodness. In weakening and breaking the impulses of our rampant passions, he 

strengthens us by the example of his leniency, by granting us in faith pardon of all our sins. For the vices of our nature 

did not merit pardon. Therefore, all pardon comes from him. In fact, he pardons even those sins that remain in one after 

confession. 

The penalty to be paid through Cain was established at sevenfold, but that sin was against a man, against his brother 

Abel, to the point of murder. But in Lamech the penalty was established at seventy times, seven times, and, as we believe, 

the penalty was established on those responsible for the Lord’s Passion. But the Lord, through the confession of believers, 

grants pardon for this crime. By the gift of baptism he grants the grace of salvation to his revilers and persecutors. How 

much more is it necessary, he shows, that pardon be returned by us without measure or number. And we should not think 

how many times we forgive, but we should cease to be angry with those who sin against us, as often as the occasion for 

anger exists. Pardon’s frequency shows us that in our case there is never a time for anger, since God pardons us for all 

sins in their entirety by his gift rather than by our merit. Nor should we be excused from the requirement of giving pardon 

that number of times [i.e., seventy times seven], since through the grace of the gospel God has granted us pardon without 

measure. ON MATTHEW 18.10. 

Simonetti, M., ed. (2002). Matthew 14-28 (pp. 82–83). IVP. 
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https://ref.ly/res/LLS:ACCSREVNT01B/2022-08-04T15:16:20Z/335540?len=1764


 

Announcements - Upcoming Parish &  

Diocesan Events Church Attendance 

Silent Prayers and Confession: Every Wednesday 11:00AM - 1:30PM or you can make an appt   for 

confession. 

 

Remember that at the Great Entrance after each petition the priest will say “may the Lord God 

remember thee in His Kingdom……,” the people should respond with “Amen.” And at the end of the petitions, the 

priest will raise the chalice and say “You and all Orthodox Christians, may the Lord God remember thee in His 

Kingdom…… the people respond with “And to thy Holy Priesthood (Episcopacy), may the Lord God remember thee in 

His Kingdom always now and ever unto ages of ages.” This is dialogue, a prayer if you will, between the concelebrant 

and the people.  

 

Choir practice: Aug 23rd at 4:00PM 

 

Coffee Hour/Agape Meal: Please stay and join us for a cup of coffee so we may break bread with each other.   

 

Parish Council Meeting: Today after Liturgy.  Thank you to those who came to the last meeting.  Remember, All are 

invited! Next one is Sept 6th 

 

WISH LIST! Please consider purchasing from our wish list as this will reduce our costs and will allow us to increase 

and focus our giving in other vital areas needed. Currently we are looking for small wooden boxes that we can dedicate 

at reliquaries.      https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist 

 

St. Michael's Greeters Ministry “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35 Our objective is to welcome 

visitors to the Parish, help them "feel at home" during the worship service, provide them with information about 

Orthodoxy and the Parish, invite them to Parish activities, introduce them to people of like interests, invite them back, 

follow-up to thank them for visiting us, and identifying whether we can help them in the future.  Most people leave a 

church once they enter because no one greeted them.  Please sign up to greet people.  This also extends to calling our 

shut ins or those we haven’t seen in a while to let them know we have not forgotten them.    If you would like to call 

people let Fr. Michael know.   

Please sign up for coffee hour! There are signup sheets downstairs by the offering basket.  Also, please donate at coffee 

hour.  Donate what you would spend on a cup of coffee.  This is to replenish our plastic wear and supplies for coffee 

hour.      

 

SPONSORS - An appeal for sponsors for our relics.  We need wooden boxes donated, reliquaries purchased and 

donations to pay for the cost to put the icon of the saint in the lid of the box.  We are estimating $300 to complete one 

reliquary/box.  If you would like to sponsor your saint and we have that relic; please let us know.  There is a signup sheet 

in the Narthex.  We have one donor already.    

 

Ok church ladies get together dates! Shores Sisters in Towanda on August 29th. Lunch and shopping. Exact time TBD. 

October 10th Fall branch at Emily Hart’s House - 11 am. 

 

St. Michael's Men's Night When: Tuesday, August 25th @ 7:00pm Where: Eagle’s Billiards 873 Scranton 

Carbondale Hwy, Dickson City, PA 18519 

When:  Thursday, October 15th @ 7:30pm Where:  Hart Home 307 1st St, Dalton, PA 18414 

Come on out for an evening of card games, fellowship, and camaraderie!  Please bring a snack or drink to share.  See you 

there! 

 

House blessing for the Shepherd’s new home will be in mid-late August.  TBD.  All are invited.   

 

If you would like to volunteer to assist in Sunday School please see Matushka or Emily Hart. 

 

https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist


 

Inter-Parish Associations promote communication, camaraderie, and cooperation across Orthodox Christian parishes 

of all jurisdictions in a given geographical area. They are local (city/town level), the parishes are the Members, and 

their leadership includes both clergy and laity. Their purpose is to break down barriers across Orthodox Christian 

jurisdictions and, as a unified Orthodox Christian community, witness Christ’s love in local society. 

 
 

Icon Made Without Hands  

 
While Christ still walked the earth, word about the Word spread far and wide. A certain Syrian king called Abgar came 

to hear and believe the works performed by Jesus and sent a letter to Him begging His presence in the royal court at 

Edessa, to cure the king of an illness he had. In some accounts the messenger was also given instructions to draw an 

image of this famous man, Jesus of Nazareth. 

 

When the messenger got through the crowds thronging Christ and His disciples, the invitation was declined as Jesus 

had other plans. Yet the Son of God sent the messenger back with two powerfully edifying things: His word and His 

image. 

 

The word was given in the form of a letter – not written but dictated by Our Lord – and the image was altogether more 

special. Amid the bustle, Jesus used a face-cloth which miraculously bore the image of His face. This was given to 

King Abgar’s courtier and, with the letter, was returned to Edessa with the promise that Christ would send one of His 

disciples soon. 

 

King Abgar holding the Image of Edessa 

King Abgar with the Image of Edessa (10th century) 

 

The image of Christ preserved on the face-cloth was thus kept in Edessa, and became known variously as “The Image 

of Edessa”, the “Mandylion” (Gr. “face-cloth”), or “The Image Not Made With Hands”. As for Christ’s promise, 

naturally that too was kept, and it was Thaddeus, one of the Seventy Disciples who after the Ascension (and within a 

year of Ebgar receiving the mandylion) came to explain the true nature and purpose of Jesus Christ to the King. With 

the salvation-bearing words of the Gospel, King Ebgar was cured, and became the first Christian King in history. 

 

The image of Christ not made with hands had a remarkable history of its own – allegedly protecting the city of Edessa 

from Persian invasion in 544 A.D. The mandylion was transferred to Constantinople – by then the political centre of 

Christendom – in the 10th century. After that it was lost in the sacking of Constantinople by the Latins in 1204. 

Although claims have been made as to its whereabouts since then, it is assumed to have been lost for good. 

 

The “first” icon of Christ does what all future, “man-made”, Orthodox icons of Christ do: attest to the reality of God’s 

incarnation on earth. Beyond this, the Image of Edessa’s miraculous origins can be seen as a symbol of God’s authority 

and centrality to all true worship – because after all is said and done, the first iconographer was Jesus Christ Himself. 


