
 

From The Ambvon  
ST MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH  

512 Winter St., OLD FORGE, PA 

Phone: 570-457-3703   

Web: www.stmichaelof.org  Facebook: stmichaelof1891PA 
Priest Michael Shepherd (frmichael@stmichaelof.org) 

Chair - Tammy Wytovich (chair@stmichaelof.org) 

Vice Chair - Danny Pregmon (vicechair@stmichaelof.org)  

Secretary - Vitaliy Rakovsky (office@stmichaelof.org)  

Treasurer - Joseph Hart (treasurer@stmichaelof.org)  
 

April 19th, 2026 ANTIPASCHA. 2nd SUNDAY OF PASCHA — Tone 1. St. Thomas Sunday.  

Martyr Theodore and those with him. Ven. John of the Ancient Caves in Palestine (8th c.). Martyrs 

Christopher, Theonas, and Anthony, at Rome (303). Hieromartyr Paphnutius of Jerusalem. St. George the 

Confessor, Bishop of Antioch in Pisidia (9th c.). St. Tryphon, Patriarch of Constantinople (933). Ven. 

Nikēphóros, Abbot of Catabad. Monastic Martyr Agathangelos of Esphigmenou (Mt. Athos—1819). Ven. 

Simeon of Philotheou (Mt. Athos—16th c.). 

 
Birthdays & Anniversaries for April 

Birthdays: Rodion Shepherd (04/06); Maximus Shepherd (04/08); Philip Pecuch Jr. (04/17); Maxim 

Granville (4/19) 

Nameday: Marie Pasternak (04/01); Rodion Shepherd (04/08) 

Anniversary: “Gotcha Day” Nadia Hart (04/07) 

Baptism:  

Travelers: Joseph, Emilia, Silas, Judah, Nadia 

 

Prosphora Schedule: PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE HELP! We need families to start baking prosphora at 

home. Please sign up.  The Church has a prosphora kit if you would like to borrow it.  THE CHURCH NEEDS 

YOUR HELP.  THIS IS AN OFFERING FOR THE PEOPLE BY THE PEOPLE.  Thank you to Maria and Vitaly 

for the offering this morning.   

April 26 

May 3 

 

Counting: HELP!  Please sign up and count our donations.  Please stay and help. 

April 26 

May 3 

PLEASE SING ALONG! Singing the hymns and responses to the litanies throughout the services is 

encouraged! 

Coffee Hour/Agape Meal: Please stay and join us for a cup of coffee so we may break bread with each other.  

This will allow us to get to know each other and see how we can help each other.   

 
DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community. 

According to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to be 

administered only to Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves by prayer, fasting, and a recent 

(monthly) confession. If you have questions please ask Fr Michael!  Visitors, if you did not introduce yourself 

to Fr Michael at Vespers, please refrain from Holy Communion.   

mailto:frmichael@stmichaelof.org
mailto:chair@stmichaelof.org
mailto:vicechair@stmichaelof.org
mailto:office@stmichaelof.org
mailto:treasurer@stmichaelof.org
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Service Schedule  
SAT, Apr 25th: 4:50PM Great Vespers 

SUN, Apr 26th: @ 9:10 AM - Hours and Divine Liturgy  

3rd SUNDAY OF PASCHA — Tone 2. Myrrhbearing Women. 

 

Blessing of the Graves Today!  

Parish Prayer List 

NEWLY DEPARTED: Jovan Neda 

DEPARTED: Michael Marko (4/16);Mary Marko 

(4/18);  John Marko (4/19); Sonia Schuster (4/24)  

 

Please remember in your prayers LIVING:  

Ill-afflicted Archpriest(s) John Nightingale, & Theodore 

Orzolek 

 

All those caring for the sick and suffering at this time 

throughout the world, especially our families and 

friends: Edward Sevensky, Margaret Pregmon, Daniel 

Jones, Michael Sokol, Michael Krenitsky, Bernie Elko, 

Nadia Macheska, The child of God Abigail, Helen 

Wytovich, Marie Pasternak, Eli & Paula Stavisky, 

Marie Pozella 

 

Servants of God: Mark Bezhuly, David & Kathy 

Barsigian, Alexa Barsigian & Bobby Wolfel, Patricia 

Jones, Anne Buday, Emily Krenitsky, Gregory 

Krenitsky, Barbara Sevensky, Beverly Elko, Nicole 

Earl, Anna Tyrpak, Sandy & Danny Pregmon, Walter & 

Marie Pritchyk, Michael & Euphemia Keklak, Justin & 

Elisabeth Kane, Maria & Vitaliy Rakovsky, Ekaterina & 

Anna, George, Natasha, Rosa, & Lucia Coyoy, Mat. 

Emilia, Reader Blaise, Maximus, Rodion, Savina 

Shepherd, Joseph, Emilia, Judah, Nadezda, & Silas Hart, 

Tammy Wytovich, Paulette Ezbiansky, Uriel Vo & 

Maura Elko, Mary Krevko, Elisabeth, Jacob, & Juliette 

Halford, Tammy, Justin, Niko, & Katya Williams, Paul 

Dunay, Anastasia, Sophia, & Luke, Darlene Shaffer, 

Sophia, & Anastasia Polzella, David Jadick, Sandra 

Condone, Holly Granville, Maxim Granville, 

Christopher Yeisley, and Gabriel, Mother Katherine, 

Diane, Mitch, Christina, & James  

 

Catechumens: Marley, Tulia, & Magnolia Connolly, 

Neva Yeisely, Zachary Nikl,  

 

Seekers: Vincent Bonello, Rebecca Burns, Ken Nikl 

 

 

 

Treasury “... but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 
break in and steal.” Jesus Christ 

 

 

 

 

How Much is my tithe 
Weekly  2% 4% 5% 10% 

$200 $4 $8 $10 $20 

$500 $10 $20 $25 $50 

$750 $15 $30 $37 $75 

$1000 $20 $40 $50 $100 

$1500 $30 $60 $75 $150 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WEEKLY GIVING UPDATE: We thank you for your 

continued giving in gratitude for all that our loving God does 

for each of us, for His Holy Church, and all the blessings we 

receive through her. 

APR  Income: $3,215.00 

APR  Expenses: $9,744.13 
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Words of Wisdom         Today Readings  

From the Saints & Teachers     Epistle: (14) Acts 5:12-20 

Gospel: (65) John 20:19-31 
EPISTLE 
Deacon: Let us attend! 

Priest: Peace be unto all! 

Reader: And to thy spirit. 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 3rd Tone, a Psalm of David: Great is our Lord and abundant in power, His understanding 

is beyond measure. 

Choir: Great is our Lord and abundant in power, His understanding is beyond measure. 

Reader: Praise the Lord!  For it is good to sing praises to our God! 

Choir: Great is our Lord and abundant in power, His understanding is beyond measure. 

Reader: Great is our Lord and abundant in power 

Choir: His understanding is beyond measure. 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: The reading from the Acts of the Holy Apostles. 

Deacon: Let us attend! 

 

[(14) Acts 5:12-20] In those days, many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of the apostles.  

And they were all together in Solomon's Portico. * None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high 

honor. * And more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and women, * so that they even 

carried out the sick into the streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as Peter came by at least his shadow might fall 

on some of them. * The people also gathered from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those afflicted with 

unclean spirits, and they were all healed. * But the high priest rose up and all who were with him, that is, the party of the 

Sadducees, and filled with jealousy * they arrested the apostles and put them in the common prison. * But at night an 

angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out and said, * "Go and stand in the temple and speak to the 

people all the words of this Life." 

 

Priest: Peace be unto thee, Reader. 

Reader: And to thy spirit. 

 

ALLELUIA 

Deacon: Wisdom! 

Reader: In the 8th Tone: AL-LE-LU-IA! 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Reader: Come let us rejoice in the Lord!  Let us make a joyful noise to God our Savior! 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Reader: For the Lord is a great God and a great King over all the earth. 

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL 

[(65) John 20:19-31] On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the disciples were, 

for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with you." * When He had said this, 

He showed them His hands and His side.  Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. * Jesus said to them 

again, "Peace be with you.  As the Father has sent Me, even so I send you." * And when He had said this, He breathed 

on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. * If ye forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if ye retain the sins 

of any, they are retained." * Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. * So 

the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord."  But he said to them, "Unless I see in His hands the print of the 

nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails, and place my hand in His side, I will not believe." * Eight days later, 

His disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.  The doors were shut, but Jesus came and stood among 

them, and said, "Peace be with you." * Then He said to Thomas, "Put thy finger here, and see My hands; and put out thy 
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hand, and place it in My side; do not be faithless, but believing." * Thomas answered Him, "My Lord and my God!" * 

Jesus said to Him, "Hast thou believed because thou hast seen Me?  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe." 

* Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; * but these are 

written that ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing ye may have life in His name. 

 

Acts 5:12 Signs and Wonders EARTH BECAME A HEAVEN. ST CHRYSOSTOM: Earth was becoming like heaven, for their 

way of life, boldness of speech, wonders, for all besides. Like angels were they looked upon with wonder. They were 

unconcerned about ridicule, threats, perils. They were compassionate and beneficent. Some of them they helped with 

money, and some with words, and some with healing of their bodies and of their souls; they accomplished every kind of 

healing. HOMILIES ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES 12. Martin, F., & Smith, E., eds. (2006). Acts (p. 62). InterVarsity 

Press. 

John 20:26 Jesus’ Appearance to Thomas on the Eighth Day THE EUCHARISTIC ASSEMBLY. CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA: 

With good reason, then, are we accustomed to have sacred meetings in churches on the eighth day. And, to adopt the 

language of allegory, as the idea necessarily demands, we indeed close the doors, but Christ still visits us and appears to 

us all, both invisibly as God and visibly in the body. He allows us to touch his holy flesh and gives it to us. For through 

the grace of God we are admitted to partake of the blessed Eucharist, receiving Christ into our hands, to the intent that 

we may firmly believe that he did in truth raise up the temple of his body.… Participation in the divine mysteries, in 

addition to filling us with divine blessedness, is a true confession and memorial of Christ’s dying and rising again for us 

and for our sake. Let us, therefore, after touching Christ’s body, avoid all unbelief in him as utter ruin and rather be found 

well grounded in the full assurance of faith. COMMENTARY ON THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 12:1. Elowsky, J. C., ed. (2007). 

John 11–21 (pp. 368–369). InterVarsity Press. 

 

Announcements - Upcoming Parish & Diocesan Events   

Church Attendance          

 

Silent Prayers and Confession: Every Wednesday 11:00AM - 1:30PM or you can make an appt for 

confession. 

   

Catechumen/Inquirers/Continuing ED Class: Every Saturday after Vespers.  Catechumens - If you will not be there 

please let Fr Michael know. 

 

Parish Council Meeting/Annual Meeting: Next one is April 26th.  ALL ARE INVITED.   

 

Remember that at the Great Entrance after each petition the priest will say “may the Lord God remember thee in His 

Kingdom……,” the people should respond with “Amen.” And at the end of the petitions, the priest will raise the 

chalice and say “You and all Orthodox Christians, may the Lord God remember thee in His Kingdom…… the people 

respond with “And to thy Holy Priesthood (Episcopacy), may the Lord God remember thee in His Kingdom always 

now and ever unto ages of ages.” This is dialogue, a prayer if you will, between the concelebrant and the people.   

 

Choir practice: Saturday's @ 4pm prior to vespers. If you would like to sing in the choir please make every effort to be 

at the practice.  

 

WISH LIST! Please consider purchasing from our wish list as this will reduce our cost of expenses and will allow us to 

increase and focus our giving in other vital areas needed. Currently we are looking for small wooden boxes that we can 

dedicate at reliquaries.      https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist 

 

St. Michael's Greeters Ministry “I was a stranger, and you welcomed me.” Matthew 25:35 Our objective is to welcome 

visitors to the Parish, help them "feel at home" during the worship service, provide them with information about 

https://ref.ly/res/LLS:ACCSREVNT05/2018-08-29T20:08:56Z/286902?len=500
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:ACCSREVNT05/2018-08-29T20:08:56Z/286902?len=500
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:ACCSREVNT04B/2022-08-04T15:20:44Z/1345454?len=1043
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:ACCSREVNT04B/2022-08-04T15:20:44Z/1345454?len=1043
https://ref.ly/res/LLS:ACCSREVNT04B/2022-08-04T15:20:44Z/1345454?len=1043
https://www.myregistry.com/giftlist/stmichaelsorthodoxchurcholdforgewishlist
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Orthodoxy and the Parish, invite them to Parish activities, introduce them to people of like interests, invite them back, 

follow-up to thank them for visiting us, and identifying whether we can help them in the future.  Most people leave a 

church once they enter because no one greeted them.  Please sign up to greet people.    

STOMC Mens Group!  New details coming!  

 

Please sign up for coffee hour! There are sign up sheets downstairs by the offering basket.  Also, please donate at coffee 

hour.  Donate what you would spend on a cup of coffee.  This is to replenish our plastic wear and supplies for coffee 

hour.      

 

CONFESSION: It is important that every Orthodox Christian continues to receive the Mystery of Confession on a 

monthly basis and especially during the Lenten season. In the coming weeks, Fr. Michael will be available for Confession 

after the Liturgy of the Presanctified, after Great Vespers (Sat), or by appointment. If you wish to come before these 

services, please let him know ahead of time. Please, note that Friday, April 3rd (the day before Lazarus Saturday) is the 

last day when Fr. Michael will hear Confessions before Pascha. When we enter Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, our focus 

must be exclusively on walking with our Lord through His passion.

 

BBQ Tickets - Tammy & Sandy plan to start handing out the tickets for the BBQ.  Everyone will get two; if you need 

more please see them.   

 
Introduction 

The Orthodox Church observes the Sunday of Thomas one week following the celebration of the Sunday of Holy Pascha. 

The day commemorates the appearance of Christ to His disciples on the evening of the Sunday following Passover. It 

also commemorates the appearance of the Lord to His disciples eight days later when Thomas was present and proclaimed 

"My Lord and my God" upon seeing the hands and side of Christ. 

This Sunday is also called Antipascha (meaning "in the stead of Pascha," not "in opposition to Pascha") because with this 

day, the first Sunday after Pascha, the Church consecrates every Sunday of the year to the commemoration of Pascha, 

that is, the Resurrection. 

Saint Thomas the Apostle is commemorated by the Church on October 6. 

 

Biblical Story 

The events commemorated on the Sunday of Thomas are recorded in the Gospel of Saint John 20:19-29. Following the 

crucifixion and burial of Christ, the disciples were gathered in a room with the doors closed and locked for fear of the 

Jews. On the evening of the Sunday after Passover, Jesus Christ entered the room and stood in their midst, greeting them 

with the words, "Peace be with you." (v. 19) He showed the disciples his hands, feet, and side. (v. 20) 

Thomas was not present with the disciples when Jesus appeared, and he did not accept the testimony of the other disciples 

concerning Christ's Resurrection. He stated, "Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my finger in the mark 

of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." (vv. 24-25) 

Eight days later, the disciples were gathered together again with Thomas present, and the Lord appeared in the same 

manner. Standing in their midst he said, "Peace be with you." He then spoke directly to Thomas and said, "Put your finger 

here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." (vv. 26-27) Thomas 

answered, "My Lord and my God!" Jesus replied by saying, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have come to believe." (v. 29) 

Icon of the Sunday of Thomas 
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The icon of the Sunday of Thomas depicts Christ standing in the midst of the disciples. He has appeared to the eleven in 

the upper room, and he is inviting Thomas to come and examine his hands and his side. Thomas is reaching out to touch 

the side of Jesus. He is also looking to Jesus in a manner that indicates his faith and the proclamation recorded in Scripture. 

 

Orthodox Christian Celebration of the Feast of Sunday of Thomas 

The Sunday of Thomas is celebrated with the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom. On this Sunday and throughout 

the Paschal period until the Apodosis or leave-taking of Pascha, the day before the Feast of the Ascension, the services 

begin with the chanting of the troparion of Pascha, "Christ is risen..." 

Scripture readings for the feast are the following: At Matins: Matthew 28:16-20, the first of eleven resurrectional Gospel 

passages that are read in a cycle throughout the year during the Sunday matins. On this day the cycle always begins with 

the first Gospel passage; At the Divine Liturgy: Acts 5:12-20 and John 20:19-31.  
Dear Faithful, 

Christ is Risen! 

Indeed He is Risen! 

 

I was once in seminary and had a new professor start teaching me about proskomede and how to do it.  I will not get 

into the details about it but my new seminary professor, who was a Heiromonk and had been a parish priest for 30 plus 

years.  He was correcting me on how to do something within proskomede; what I do remember, however, is I tried to 

explain to him that I was doing what I was taught by my previous liturgics professor.  He simply looked at me and 

stated, "You were taught wrong." He then very lovingly and patiently started to not only teach me the correct way of 

doing proskomede but the reasons why we do proskomede and the way we do it.  I will have that teachable moment 

forever and am extremely grateful for his guidance and mentorship. 

 

Unfortunately, I am still getting backlash over moving Pashca from Sunday morning at 9am to Midnight of Saturday 

night/Sunday Morning.  In which I do understand and sympathize when we go against the tradition that was given us 

but perhaps a rudder correction and strengthening of the helm is needed.   If you see at the bottom of this page there 

was two words used in the notes of our typicon.  In the 1985 edition the was used word was "pervert" and the 2013 

edition was "contrary." Of course I prefer the word perversion as it describes the detriment of why we should not be 

changing those things that have a very significant theological meaning of why we do the things we do.  "Such practices 

pervert the entire theological aspect of Orthodoxy." vs "Such practices are contrary to the liturgical theology of the 

Orthodox Church." 

 

Every feast in the Orthodox Church is in itself a piece of heaven. Every feast is God’s gift to us! However, every feast 

is just a refraction of the light of the greatest feast there is, and this feast is Pascha (also called Exodus or in Hebrew 

Pesah- all interchangeable terms). This feast had a huge importance amongst the early Christians and its importance 

will never fade. As we all know, what we celebrate here in this feast is Christ’s victory over death and our own exodus 

from death to life given to us through Christ’s resurrection. This word exodus or Pascha definitely reminds us of the 

exodus of the Jewish people from Egypt into the promised land. The question to be asked here is; How is this related to 

us, Christians of the 21st century? How does this connect to how we celebrate Pascha? The answer is given in passages 

to come. The Jewish people before Christ were under Egyptian slavery for many centuries. Oppressed and tortured they 

were crying out to God for their liberation. After many centuries, God chose His servant Moses to take the Jews from 

slavery out into the promised land. This was not something that was accepted easily by the Pharaoh. In the book of 

Exodus, we read that God has sent many plagues upon Egypt because of the Pharaoh’s stubbornness and in spite of 

Moses’ warnings. Eventually, God said to Moses: 

 

“This is what the Lord says: About midnight, I will go throughout Egypt. Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from 

the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn slave girl, who is at her hand mill, and all the 

firstborn of the cattle as well. There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt–worse than there has ever been or will ever 

be” (Exodus 11:4-6). After Egypt was hit with this plague, this marked the start of the exodus of the people of Israel. In 

the chapter 12 of the book of Exodus, we see additional instructions which God has commanded the sons of Israel so 

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=epistle&code=10&event=1039
https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=gospel&code=8&event=1039
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that they can be ready to leave Egypt after he takes to himself the firstborn of Egypt. After the firstborn were dead, the 

Pharaoh himself asked the Israelites to go out of the land of Egypt. Without going into the rest of the story of exodus, it 

is important for us to notice that in Exodus 11:4-6, midnight is taken as the starting point of exodus. That Israelites had 

their exodus out of Egypt at midnight which is further confirmed by the refrain of the famous hagada (doxology sang at 

Jewish Paschal dinners) which sings about the exodus saying: 

 

It happened at midnight! Naturally, in order for the Exodus of the Jewish people to happen at midnight, it was 

necessary that they prepare themselves for this exodus. The preparation itself took place before midnight and at 

midnight, the exodus of the Jewish people started…Why is this important for Christians? We derive many elements of 

Christian teaching from Jewish theology because Christianity itself was derived from Judaism. That is, Christianity is 

the fulfillment of the Jewish expectation. The early Christians understood this but they also knew that as Christians, 

they are different than the Jews. This meant for them that Pascha (Exodus or Pesah) still had great meaning but with 

Christ and His victory over death, the very meaning of Pascha was changed. When they read the Scriptures about the 

exodus of the people of Israel, they understood that the true exodus was the one inaugurated by the Messiah, Jesus 

Christ, which was an exodus from death to life and was foreshadowed in the Jewish exodus from Egypt. Indeed, there 

was no greater bondage for us than the bondage to death. It is through Christ’s resurrection that our exodus was 

inaugurated. Our exodus (Pascha) from death to life. 

 

Although the meaning of Pascha was changed, Christians still understood that in the same manner the Jews were 

waiting for midnight for Pesah (exodus) and were incredibly impatient to get out of their bondage, so also Christians 

celebrated their liturgies at midnight (every liturgy is a paschal dinner itself). This was so embedded in the spiritual life 

of the early Christians that we read about Paul: And at midnight, Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and 

the prisoners heard them (Acts 16:25). 

 

The reason for Paul and Silas to sing praises to God at this time is because the eucharistic meal was happening at 

midnight. Every liturgy for the early Christians was the Paschal liturgy and it remains for us today. Since they could not 

have had that while they were imprisoned, they sang praises to God. For the early Christians, celebrating liturgies at 

midnight was a strict time they observed without exception. Even in the hardest days of persecutions liturgies would 

always take place at midnight. As many centuries passed by, and the cycle of services of the Church grew and was 

developing, Christians ended up celebrating liturgies at different times of the day. However, Paschal liturgy would 

always be celebrated at midnight. Why? Because as we previously read and explained: The exodus of the Israelites 

happened at midnight and we Christians are considered to be the New Israel. 

 

The celebration of Pascha in the 21st century and in the 1st, century should not be any different. In some Churches, for 

various reasons (most of them completely theologically incorrect) the Paschal celebration was moved to be celebrated 

in the morning of the feast day itself. In some cases, matins would start at 6am and further the liturgy would be served 

but in some more extreme cases, the celebration of Pascha would be delayed for 10am or even later. If we truly 

understand the meaning of Christ’s victory over death and the exodus of us Christians from death to life, we should not 

allow that the celebration of the feast of all feasts happen at times that we have tailored for our own weakness but we 

should respect and follow what Christians have been doing throughout the ages. Every tradition of celebrating Pascha 

at 8am, 9am or 10am which spans over the period of 20, 30, 40 or 50 years, fails the test of time because the time for 

Paschal celebration till this very day was taken to be midnight throughout the world and through the ages past. 

 

Additionally, celebrating the feast of all feasts at later times than Midnight, also is showing disrespect towards the feast 

itself. Indeed, how can we convince someone that Christ’s victory over death is important to us if we do not celebrate it 

as earlier as possible (midnight) but push it away for times tailored by us and not by the Church? How can we say, that 

we desire exodus from death to life, but still want to remain in bondage to Pharaoh? (Indeed, all those who did not exit 

with Moses at midnight stayed in bondage to Pharaoh). The paschal liturgy for us Orthodox Christians should happen 

at midnight. Also, in the same manner like the Jews of old prepared themselves for the exodus which would happen at 

midnight, so do we prepare ourselves with matins at 11pm which further leads into the divine Paschal liturgy at 

midnight. 

 

https://www.stnicholasmonroeville.org/the-origins-of-the-paschal-celebration/#comments 

 

https://www.stnicholasmonroeville.org/the-origins-of-the-paschal-celebration/#comments
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Notes 

There are some who practice the celebration of the Divine Liturgy at midnight on Christmas, but officiate the Paschal 

Orthros at Holy Pascha about 10 or 11 P.M. on Saturday and forget about the Divine Liturgy and celebrate it at 9 or 10 

in the morning. Such practices pervert the entire theological aspect of Orthodoxy. The earliest possible hour (in relation 

to the element of time for the celebration of the Liturgy indicates that the Paschal Liturgy supercedes all other Liturgies 

in the year since it "breaks the fast" at the earliest possible moment. It is the greatest Feast. The Feast of Feasts, and for 

that reason the Holy Liturgy concludes all the preparation by ending "all" fasts and permits the True celebration. Thus, 

any deviation from the established norm that the Paschal Divine Liturgy follow Orthros and Hours, is contrary to the 

spirit of Orthodoxy. 

 

It’s conditions warrant a second Liturgy to be celebrated, it too, should be celebrated at an early hour on the Paschal 

Sunday morning. Since in many areas the celebration of Paschal Vespers at 4 or 5 o'clock in the afternoon seems to 

have become a "forgotten service," it has been found that the celebration of Paschal Vespers followed by a Crucession 

beginning about 11:00 A.M. to be successful. 

 

Kovalchuk, Feodor S., (1985). An Abridged Typicon  Second Edition, St. Tikhon's Monastery Press. pp200-201 

 

NOTES: 

1. There are some who celebrate the Divine Liturgy at midnight on Christmas but officiate the Paschal Matins at Holy 

Pascha at 10 or 11 p.m. on Holy Saturday and postpone the Paschal Divine Liturgy and celebrate it at 9 or 10 in the 

morning. Such practices are contrary to the liturgical theology of the Orthodox Church. The earliest possible hour (in 

relation to the element of time) for the celebration of the liturgy is stipulated as that of the Paschal Liturgy superseding 

all other liturgies in the year since it "breaks the fast" at the earliest possible moment. It is the greatest feast, "the Feast 

of Feasts," and for that reason the Holy Liturgy concludes all the preparations by ending "all" fasts and permits the true 

celebration to begin. Thus, any deviation from the established norm that the Paschal Divine Liturgy directly follows 

Matins and the Paschal Hours, is contrary to the spirit of Orthodoxy, 

 

Arhipov, S. D. (2013). An Abridged Typicon (F. S. Kovalchuk, Ed.; Third Edition, Revised and Updated, pp. 218–

219). St. Tikhon's Monastery Press. 

 
4/19/2026 St. Michaels KIDS CORNER!  

Hey Kids! Euphemia here along with her dad! Father Michael's first Baptism here at ST Michael's church & her 

Godparent (along with Matushka Emilia) Euphemia entered the Orthodox Faith August 7th 2022 the day following her 

Fathers personal favorite Feast day The Transfiguration of Christ on Mount Tabor. Euphemia since then has been a 

regularly attending member at services showing an honest genuine joy & excitement in our beautiful Faith. Only being 

four years old, Euphemia understands all she experiences in life comes from & created by God. Most importantly- that 

God came here in human flesh as Jesus Christ (The Holy Incarnation) She prays everyday without fail, has several icons 

in her room and enjoys hearing stories of scripture told by her Father. In closing, she has known all you wonderful parish 

members all her life & is most comfortable here. Thank you for being apart of her life. - Michael  

"He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my 

beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him." - Mathew 17:5 

The Holy Transfiguration of Christ Jesus on Mount Tabor. Here not only do we witness The Holy Trinity (The Lord's 

presence in all three forms) but also The Uncreated Light ! The most powerful union in closeness with God. Also known 

as Theosis, our absolute goal strived for by all orthodox Christians  

Saint Euphemia *Did you know Saint Euphemia is one of the most important saints (martyr) of The Orthodox Faith 

having two feast days in the Liturgical year ! July 11th - to commemorate the miracle of her relics during the Fourth 

Ecumenical Council in 451 September 16th - martyrdom in 304 A.D. 


