
From The Ambvon
ST MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH

512 Winter St., OLD FORGE, PA
Priest Michael Shepherd (frmichael@stmichaelof.org)

Phone: 570-457-3703
Web: www.stmichaelof.org Facebook: stmichaelof1891PA

19th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 2. Ven. Euthymius the New, of Thessalonica, Monk
of Mt. Athos (889). Martyr Lucian, Presbyter of Antioch (312). St. John, Bishop of Suzdal’ (14th c.).
Hieromartyr Lucian, Presbyter of the Kiev Caves (Far Caves—1243). Martyrs Sarbelius and Bebaia

(Barbea) of Edessa (2nd c.). St. Sabinus, Bishop of Catania (760).

Birthdays & Anniversaries for October
Birthdays: Nadia/Nadezhda Macheska (10/1); Thomas Zupko (10/10); Mary Krevko (10/5); Stella
Krenitsky (10/14); Rosa Coyoy (10/22)
Nameday:
Anniversary:
Baptism:
Travelers:
Prosphora Schedule: We need families to start baking prosphora at home. Please sign up. We
are out. The Church has a prosphora kit if you would like to borrow it. Thank you Hart Family
for today’s prosphora
22Oct Marie Pasternak
29Oct
Counting: Thank you Patti Jones for assisting in counting today’s offerings.
22Oct Tammy Wytovich
29Oct
Visitors: PLEASE JOIN US FOR DOWNSTAIRS for an Agape Meal. Thank you to everyone who
donated. Please donate what you would spend for a cup of coffee at the agape meal to replenish
our supplies.

DEAR GUESTS AND FRIENDS: A most sincere and heartfelt welcome to you from our community.
According to the ancient traditions of the Orthodox Church, the Sacrament of Holy Communion is to
be administered only to Orthodox Christians who have prepared to receive themselves by fasting and a
recent (monthly) confession..If you have questions please ask Fr Michael!

mailto:frmichael@stmichaelof.org


Service Schedule
SAT, Oct 21st: @ 5:00 PM Great Vespers. Confession following

SUN, Oct 22nd: Hours @ 9:20 AM Hours, 20th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST Tone 3.

SAT, Oct 28th: @ 5:00 PM Great Vespers. Confession following
SUN, Oct 29th: Hours @ 9:20 AM Hours, 21st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST — Tone 4.

Announcements
Upcoming Parish & Diocesan Events

Silent Prayers and Confession: Every Wednesday 11:00AM - 1:30PM or you can make an appt for
confession.
Monthly Panikhida: Oct 28th @ 4pm. Please submit names of family members you would like to be
remembered.
Catechumen/Inquirers/Continuing ED Class: Every Saturday 3:30pm-4:30pm. COME AND
LEARN ABOUT YOUR FAITH!
Catechumen Class: Every Thursday at 2:00-3:00pm. All are invited
Bible Study: Every Thursday 11am - Noon. Bring a sack Lunch. I am working my way through
Romans if you want to join me.
Church Work Day: Every Friday is Church Maintenance day. Come help! Please come and help
maintain the Church and its grounds.
Heavenly Host Program has begun! Please see Natasha Coyoy for program guidance.
Parish Council Meeting: 05NOV23 All are invited. (Every first Sunday of the Month) Please
come and see the great things our parish council is doing and the vision we have.
Registration - Please continue to sign up on the website to receive the weekly emails. We are going
live with our services! Please go to the website to register for our youtube channel.
Women’s Fall Brunch - Emilia Hart will host a fall brunch at her house Oct 28th at 10am. Please get
with her for her address and details.
Pasta Dinner - Nov 11th, Veterans Day. Please see Tammy Wytovich to help Volunteer. Tickets are
ready to be purchased so get with Tammy and purchase 2 tickets! Please see Tammy or Sandy for
tickets or to help sell tickets. Deadline to purchase tickets is Nov 4th. Those volunteering to make
baskets, please have them made and to the church by Oct 29th (if perishable, can be dropped of later).
If you are donating some kind of dessert, please drop them off 11Nov before noon.
Fr Michael will be gone 17Oct-21Oct for a clergy conference in Chicago.
Special All Parish Meeting 29Oct23 immediately after liturgy to discuss and vote on church
insurance
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Parish Prayer List
Newly Departed: Lydia Popov (10/01)
Departed: Rose Krenitsky (10/19); Nicholas Lugin (10/20)

Please remember in your prayers LIVING
Ill-afflicted Archpriests John Nightingale & Theodore Orzolek

All those caring for the sick and suffering at this time throughout the world,
especially our families and friends: Christine Sevensky,Mike Jadick,Margaret
Pregmon, Daniel Jones,Matushka Paula Soucek; Alexander Horek; The child of God
Abigail and Nathan.

Servants of God Barbara Sevensky, Bernie & Beverly Elko, Sandra Condon,Marie
Pasternak, Ann Tyrpak, Sandy & Danny Pregmon,Walter Pritchyk,Michael & Euphemia
Keklak; Elizabeth Jackson; Justin Kane;Maria & Vitaliy Rakovsky; Ekaterina & Anna;
Joe & Kelly Cigna; George, Natasha (and her unborn child), & Rosa Coyoy; Paul & Ann
Newmeyer;Mat. Emilia, Blaise, Maximus, Rodion, Savina Shepherd; Joseph, Emilia,
Judah, Nadezda, & Silas Hart; Eli & Paula Stavisky, HelenWytovich, TammyWytovich,
Charissa & Daniel Voroziichak, NadiaMacheska, Paulette Ezbiansky,Maura Elko

Catechumen - Jason Vo

Seekers - Santo Joseph Cerminaro, Mykala Brown

How Much is my tithe

Weekly 2% 4% 5% 10%

$200 $4 $8 $10 $20

$500 $10 $20 $25 $50

$750 $15 $30 $37 $75

$1000 $20 $40 $50 $100

$1500 $30 $60 $75 $150

Our ti���n� is do��! Ple��� re���� at ho� mu�� yo� ar� ti���n� an� in����se it b� 1%.
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Word� of Wisdo� Today Readings Fro� th�
Saint� & Teache��

Epistle: 2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9
Gospel: Luke 8:5-15

11:33 An Escape
A Time to Flee, a Time to Remain. St Augustine: And the apostle Paul, when he
was let down from the window in a basket so that his enemy might not capture him
and so escaped from his hands, did he deprive the church, which was there, of a
necessary ministry, and was that duty not discharged by other brothers appointed for
that purpose? The apostle so acted in deference to their wishes that he might save
himself for the church, since he was the only one whom the persecutor was seeking.
Therefore, let the servants of Christ, the ministers of his word and of his sacrament,
do what he has commanded or permitted. Let them by all means flee from city to
city when any one of them is personally sought out by persecutors, so long as the
church is not abandoned by others who are not thus pursued and who may furnish
nourishment to their fellow servants, knowing that otherwise these could not live.
But when the danger is common to all, that is, to bishops, clerics and laity, those
who depend upon others are not to be forsaken by those on whom they depend.
Therefore, either all should move to places of refuge, or those who have to stay
should not be abandoned by those who minister to their spiritual needs; thus all may
equally live and suffer whatever the Master of the household wishes them to endure.
Letter 228, To Honoratus.

Luke 8:4–8 Seed that Grows Must Decay First. St Clement of Rome: Let us
consider, beloved, the resurrection: the night sleeps, and the day arises; the day
departs, and night returns. Let us look at the crops to see how and in what manner
the planting takes place. “The sower went forth” and cast each of the seeds into the
ground, and they, falling on the ground dry and bare, decay. Then from their decay,
the greatness of the Lord’s providence raises them up, and from one seed many
grow up and bring forth fruit. 1 Clement 24.
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Tithing is good for the Orthodox Christian and therefore good for the Orthodox
parish. So why don’t more Orthodox Christians tithe? Fr Andrew Damick

We know the usual reasons: We’re not used to it. Back in the old country the government
paid for the church. The parish was founded on the “dues” model. Tithing is “Protestant.”
Orthodox people are stingy. We just don’t have it in our culture. Those things are all true
in one way or another, but I don’t think those are the real reasons that we do not tithe very
much as Orthodox Christians. There are some who do, of course, but it’s not very many
of us. So what is the reason why we’re so terrible at tithing?
I believe that it is because we don’t know why we tithe.
And because we don’t know why, we don’t do it. And when we don’t do it, then we come
up with the various reasons given above as the cause of our non-tithing. But those aren’t
the real reasons. It’s because we don’t know why we should tithe.
Now, the reasons I am going to list below are not all equally important. Indeed, if I had to
answer the question, “Why should I tithe?” I would answer only with #1. That’s the real
reason. #2-#6 are essentially useful effects of tithing that should help us to focus on #1.
So here are six of my reasons. #1 is the most important and really the point of all of it.

1. tithing enables us to be saved. As Christians, we want to be saved. We want to be
healed. We want to “go to heaven” rather than to hell when we die (setting aside for the
moment all the details). We want to become like Christ. Tithing doesn’t purchase all that
for us, but tithing is a powerful way that we give of ourselves, that we turn over what we
have to God so that we are opened to receiving His healing and blessing.
It’s a basic principle of Christian spiritual life that we cannot receive God’s blessing if we
are holding back on Him. Why? We can’t be filled with God if we remain full of
ourselves. Tithing helps us to empty ourselves.
Don’t get me wrong—giving money is not the only way that we work out our salvation
and become open to receiving blessings. But whatever we have, we have to give to God.
And if we have money, then we have to give money. If we don’t have money, then of
course we don’t have to give it. But we have to give what we have, whatever it is, and
with the way our culture is so grasping and possessive about money, it really is one of the
best things for us to give if we can.
Money is one of the places where we spiritually hurt the most! So we need to pay
attention to that wound.

2. tithing shows that we’re serious.When I speak of tithing here, I am referring most
obviously to giving 10% of income, but for this article, you can define tithing as serious
giving. 10% is serious for most of us. For some of us who are more affluent, 10% is not
that serious, and we should do more because we can. And for some of us, 10% is
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unaffordable, so we need to be serious with another percentage. But the point is to be
serious. So if you’re not serious, get serious.
How do you know if you’re serious? Well, to start with, if you’re spending more on cable
TV or other forms of entertainment every month than you’re giving to the Church, it’s a
safe guess that you’re not being serious about giving.
I love the phrase “put your money where your mouth is.” It’s definitely true. Jesus says
almost exactly the same thing when He says, “Where your treasure is, there will your
heart be also” (Matt. 6:21, Luke 12:34). Where we put our money proves where are
hearts are. Where is your heart?

3. tithing is absolutely orthodox. Some people say that tithing is not Orthodox. This is
nonsense. Giving is Orthodox. Asceticism is Orthodox. Generosity is Orthodox. Ministry
is Orthodox. Discipline is Orthodox.
The purpose in tithing is not because it is an “absolute requirement” in order to be saved.
It’s not. But how can we be saved if we do not nurture a truly generous heart? And how
can we nurture that generous heart without becoming disciplined about giving all that we
have? The Orthodox Church understands how to become disciplined. We understand
asceticism. This is one of the best ways to do it.
Tithing was a minimum set up in the Old Covenant (and there were multiple tithes,
equaling about 23%). 100% is the standard in the New Covenant (Acts 4), and when the
Fathers talk about tithing, they say that because the New is superior to the Old, we give
more than the Old Covenant people did.
So perhaps it’s true that “tithing is not Orthodox.” But that’s not because we give less
than 10%, but because we give more than 10%.
God is merciful, of course, and if we’re not ready to meet that standard, we can work
toward it. But are we working toward it? If not, let’s get on it.

4. tithing becomes ministry. There are things that a parish would love to do but just
can’t because they don’t have the money for it. Perhaps they could improve or repair the
building or build a new one. They could start that iconography project. They could get an
assistant priest. They could hire a youth director. They could give to charities. They could
fund continuing education for the priest, the choir director, or other parish workers. They
could bring in special speakers. They could sponsor kids to summer camp. They could
sponsor people to go on pilgrimages. They could do a lot more outreach. They could feed
the hungry and clothe the naked.
The possibilities really are almost endless. The point is that God takes what we give,
blesses it, and then returns it to us for our sanctification. When we give our money, God
turns it into ministry.
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And sometimes ministry is just the most basic things, like keeping the priest from having
an outside secular job, keeping health insurance in place for him and his family, paying
the parish’s utility bills, buying supplies, etc.
When we tithe, that’s what God does with our money. It doesn’t go to lining anyone’s
pockets. Most clergy—not just Orthodox, but all clergy—are actually rather underpaid
for their level of education, experience and the labor they put in. And almost none of
them ever get a raise for preaching about tithing. And a lot of them are tithing
themselves. In many parishes, the priest is one of the top givers, and he usually does it on
a salary far below the parish average.

5. tithing ends money problems for the parish, once and for all. If a mission parish
has 25 tithing families who each make roughly the national average ($50k/yr.), the
collective income for the parish would be $125k, which is usually plenty for a mission to
function on.
If a parish has 50 tithing families who make that average, pledge income would be
$250k. We are now well above the income of most medium to small parishes.
If there are 100 families who tithe like that, the income would be $500k. And they’re
probably about to burn any mortgage, buy new land, build something new or start a new
mission. Or maybe they’re hiring a couple more clergy, a secretary, etc. How many
100-family parishes have half a million dollars to use every year?
Even if half the families in a parish start tithing or even if that same half started giving
just 5%, the parish would probably never have any more money problems ever.

6. tithing changes a parish culture. Related to #5, I sometimes hear that, if only the
membership knew all the money problems in their parish, they would be inspired to give
a little bit more. But usually the people who say that, knowing full well the financial
situation of their parish, have not themselves increased their pledge. Giving information
and insight to the unmotivated usually doesn’t accomplish much.
But what if we started thinking about parish life in a whole new way?
What if we stopped talking and worrying about paying for things and started thinking
about why each of us needs to become generous, serious givers? We have to put the horse
before the cart: We don’t develop a culture of generosity by complaining about money
problems. We develop a culture of generosity, and our money problems go away.
A tithing parish sees itself as a group of people ministering to one another, not as a group
of people who are paying for something or expect to get something. And that’s the kind
of parish that’s truly Christian, because they have love for each other (John 13:35).
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